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Bundy plea: Let jury hear hypnosis session

by RICHARD W. LARSEN
Times staft writer

ORLANDO, Fla. — Theodore
Bundy and cne of his attorneys to-
day waged passionate iegal argu-
ment to permit them fo play a
tape recording of a hypnosis ses-
sion mvolving the key witness in
the murder case against Bundy.

Vic Africano, defense lawyer,
pleaded to the trial judge that it is
necessary for the jury to hear how
C.L. Anderson was hypnotized
“for us to have any opportunity o
attack the credibility of Mr. An-
derson’” as an eyewitness. The
jury, said Africano, should hear
“what was done to him to give
him the memory he now has.”

Joining in the lawyers’ tense ar-
gument, Bundy told Judge Wal-
jace Jopling that, if he denied ad-
mission of the tape recording, he
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would be “‘crippling this case.”
Anderson has been called the pro-
secution’s ‘‘star witness.” He tes-
tified that in early February, 1578,
he saw a man who looked like
Bundy take a girl resembling Kim-
berly Leach into a white van from
the Lake City, Fla., Junior High
School.

Bundy is accused of Kkidnaping
gnd murdering the 12-year-old that

ay.

Anderson underwent hypnosis in
late July, 1978, to enhance his
Mernory.

Africano argued at Jength,
trying to convince Judge Jopling
that “‘in the sense of fairness’ the
jury should hear that hypnosis ses-
sion, to be able to decide whether
or not Anderson’s recollections
were “materially affected,” ad-
ding: *“This jury should be zble to
hear what was done to Mr.

Anderson.” !

JudL%e Jopling seemed to agree
with the objection of State Attor-
ney Jerry Blair, who argued that
two previous Fiorida decisions
held that recordings of hypnosis
sessions were not admissible, The
judge withheld his ruling, pending
the testimmony of defense hypnosis
experts. |

Bundy argued articulately in a
personal plea, reminding Judge
Jopling that a recording of a hyp-
nosis session was played to the
jury in his Miami trial for the Chi
Omega murders.

“You know very well,” Bundy
told the judge, *““that this case, for
the state, miay well pivot on the
credibility of C.L. Anderson. I
don’t think that this court can fail
to exercise its notions of faimess
and its attempt to be cautious in
allowing the defense to exercise

reasonable attack on the state’s
key, sole and only eyewitness in
this case.”

The state attormey noted the
state did not object to the tape re-
cording in Miamti, so no legal issue
was drawn.

Blair suggested that Bundy’s re-
collection of what happened in the
Miami trial should be ignored.
“Mr. Bundy is not under oath and
I suggest he would not be a very
credible witness if he were,” Blair
said.

With the jury out of the cour-
troom, the tape recordings of An-
derson during the hypnotic ses-
sions were played for the judge,
lawyers and ‘courtroom specta-
tors. This afternoon, Judge Jo-
pling again said he was going to
withhold a ruling on whether or

not the jury could hear the
recordings.
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