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If you're a citizen of the United States, you—hove—ere—ot ,a; %4,

resecards with vowmr—seera—sectriby—Atmber—omrts M”’%
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But what 1s Has—reber for and what d.oe.s_‘i-’t—m-ea-n? Second ‘ /;
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If you were born after 2011: the n.umb-e-ﬁ-mean}... nothing:

ey
~s just random. No fun at all.

But for oldsters born pre 2011, there is a pattern:
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security numbers (Note: do not recommend) - find Lhes

the first three digits Cdii i Ty ———
"y Claglz. atamol o



et Sesanse —Frsthee digits +#e+t the state wh-e-lee-

p ' 5 . A—dngle
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The remaining digits e=—oughty when an-el—vb—wh-a—t—e-nd-er
your sectat—security number was assigned. Starting with é‘zi%&

01-0001 (straight zeros are forbidden.) The last four ﬂ%
digits count up in a sensible way, 4159 comes after 4158, %T(

but the first two numbers don’t. %'\

$3—0907 (01-0003, At 01-9999, yeemrtyiTt expect 02-0001
next, skipping disallowed zeros, but no, afige+—8+—5993.
comes 03-0001. Continue up to 03-9999 and you then go to

lord a
05-0001, then soses then a=emre

See the pattern of odd numbers? Nope because 09-9999 rolls
over to 10-0001 from there covering the even numbers until

98, when it starts over to use the skipped numbers.
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So_the social—seewrtty Tumber—tetts you whiere and rougnty "

whenasnd—r—what—oTdeTr youwerTe assLlgned your numbet . ~ed

canlogk i _up—if—e—databaSe L LRE o=

Now, what exactly is the number for?
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Why / Tax Benefits and ID
TL&WLW?»W”’/"%’
Moz soclal security_program ses- started in the long long

ago as a kind of mandatory pension:

%%MM

The¥idea is citizens are required to pay in during their

working lives and withdraw in their retirement. Now if

[4

want to think about the program as a . el the
government provides or qg bank account that is yours is.. a
bit of a political hot topic we're going to skip over, but

elther way thetts—wirere”this number Qodmtttmidarta 459

-
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Apd when the program began you needed only to get a social:
security umber when you started working to pey—ispda=—itfrie—
oNe .
: But” ponce At by

c9o” i thg{ children W%

£45 \fhe younger you are walehtrg—tirts—vtdeo the more

@
likely you’ve had a number from the moment your parents /),:‘;2—

signed your birth certificate because for each child with

—

a social security number paremrts—get a discount on thei+

taxes. /%’QQQQQZ;/

@27 Crazily, the system of counting children for tax

rebates used to run on the honor system.

The US Tax Department told people:

1. We will give you a discount on your taxes for each

child you have.

And



1. Saythmf(;e your number of children down, and please

behonesthwmwﬁ%
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. : ?ahich was just asking, nay, begging people to lie.

Which they they did, birthing on paper millions of phantom

children. ,’Fﬁzftax
department/.decided ;aft should peedstrise assign some kind of

unique number to each citizen to track them, and oh look

at this number just lying around..

"1{t's not supposed to be used for that" said the social

security department, but,

Yoink! Too late!

fnchat—

The tax department piggy-beeks - off of the work the social

security department assigning every citizen a unique

number
scount as soon as their childron hove—that—frHberan

pretity—mueh—attparemrssapply for it the instant their
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beautiful baby / tax deduction is brought into &h%s world.

Universality

lots of

other places ste#teﬂ:plggtng back#ag of f Q; the social

a4a*:z:$§%§’—-
securlty number as well, using it as ' way to
ngck q; an individual over their life even if they

switch states or names. EIW/CW MWM

ID card, it's

going to get into that now so moving right along..



But %t was never designed to be used this way: and you can

tell because the—mumber has no security built into it.
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Ok, so there's this neat trick that mamy numbers sptrti..

Security

\

e
...where they can check themselves to see if theoy—are-

1
The simplest ¢ is 1s have the last couple

LAY

‘iza$%:rs match the sum of the others. ALl kinds of ID cards

otze L

1. First, check the was tyad=tn correctly so accounts

and bar codes do this to:

don't get mixed up and

2. To make it hard for fraudsters to guess valid
numbers.

Feot 950"%{(/

Try to buy something online by guessing a credit card

number and the merchant will kAow—tmmesiataty—tha_numnber
avel tle o Yoo Vze Ao
M@ZWWW@,,,,,g,ﬂ‘y
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n
63 invalid before having to check with the credit card
company.
%Aauknx¢r
ut because the Sofial Security number started life as a

literal account number a hundred years ago, it's just a

number.

Which means, you can take your social security number, add
one and there's very likely someone about your age in your

state using that number. It also means any errors when

entering or copying that number ef==foTm can't

rAnd if you're trying to commit identity fraud —ead—you.
knqy where and when someone was born and—car—tocle
jZZZsz—f' .
aeeadibawe five out of

the nine digits yommmeet—



The Physical Card

—khe carg itsetf—+s-just a literal pice of cardboard,
depending on when it was issued, not even laminated, wigh 5 .ZEZ

%“M

'not to be used

for identification' printed right on them -- because,
there's nothing identifying you on the card. Unlike say, a
passport with your photo and description and secure

numbers and wireless ID chips.

But the social security department gave up on printing
that because so many companies and departments request to
see the card, because unlike passports, every citizen will

o

have a social security card.



All this means your social security card and number

probably has less security than your library card, et

eTyone has one.

Exw ZZ' 47(‘/ :

Exceptions

There are working, adult, t{gese==Ery Americans who don't
have a card and don't pay social security. To become one

of them you'll need to meet a—few requirements:

First you must

- Never have received any social security benefits and

give up your rights to getting any in the future.

Which seems fair. In addition you must also:
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- Be a member of a religion is opposed to the idea of
social security. Usually because it’'s a kind of

insurance, and insurance is a kind of gambling.

Hmmmm. That's harder, but you could always just start your
own religion if you were really serious about avoiding

taxes. But bemsswmsmes, your new religion must also:

- Provide for its elderly and dependent members.

Which means you have to re-create a social security
program of sorts in your religion (while also being
against social security). But if that contradiction

doesn't daunt you. Lastly:

- Your religion must have existed continuously since

. Thewgewarament reglly doesp—t—want

ygg:Egﬂgégmi£=;c_qei_nuifnf the pragram and these
— LNESE

7Z%Z?€§ception§ were pretty much hand written for the Amish and

Mennonites, @’V‘O(/ A 0—6 W%ﬂ/z/
ol e oo opeoptc, thet—
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unless yotu wa#t to undergo a serious change 1in

lifestyle,

_Gaing hack to the start—and—take—a—tool is list of

pumbers and there's—aredd—tretustom—Tatl road WOTRETS—,

Ej/ynu_ha¥e—a—ﬁﬁmber that—starts with <7775

el&her™D0TN arter 2011 and got one of the Tew randet

—
\l .
T Nupbers aE=ea-Te really old and usSed to work or—tre=—+rail

road, which starting in the late 1800s, long before the
social security program, had it's own program to take care
of i1t's members in old age -- and so it goes with a bunch

of other programs as well --
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Other unions

Firefighters, Police, Teachers in Chicago, many not pay

into social security dependlng on wha%—%he—s+¢uaIJ:====i
A hod o r — 2

wizr theilr union is5

the=same=—=mp"> “Hretr—progran existed before social

Conclusion

Aol a%u74'¢¢pz¢v1xol Aacaﬂfgp/ﬂMMnéuq,

Arumber—that s UMTCvVersat except 1or those Whu_éeﬂ_i-ifij;7
' ' or where €
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assigned to

all citizens -- except when i1t isn't -- betRg—used—For
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Footnote: Check Digits
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