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THE AssassINS MONASTERY

*The assassins’ monastery is the home of a small
assassins’ cult, hiding in plain sight in the guise of a
group of peaceful monks living in the mountains.

*If assassins aren’t the specific variety of bad guy your
adventure requires, the monks could just as easily be
cultists, bandits, slavers, vampires, were-somethings...
anything that can put on a robe and look normal.

*The monks can also just be monks. There’s a version of
this map included with the secret area removed, in case
you need a monastery for non-homicidal ascetics. This
version is also useful if you want to conceal that area
from your players until they find it. A third version of
the map contains only the secret area so you don’t have to
print the whole thing twice.

*This map has an unusual layout, inspired by Rudkhan
Castle in Iran. If you're having a hard time picturing what
this place would look like in real life, googling that might

give you a better idea.

*The monastery’s walls aren’t designed as fortifications
and are mainly intended to conceal the occupants’
activities from the eyes of outsiders.

*The herbs grown in the monastery’s gardens are
ostensibly medicinal, but some may secretly be used
to create poisons instead. A PC with some knowledge of
herbalism might notice that some of the herbs are toxic
or that many of them can be used to create both
medicines and poisons.

*Another possibility is that the herbs grown in the gardens
by the gate might be medicinal, but the ones grown on the
less-accessible upper ledge are poisonous.

*Players might notice that the monks aren’t very well-
versed in the particulars of the religion they claim to
follow, perhaps stumbling over words while praying or
performing rituals incorrectly. Naturally, they'll have
some excuse, like, “He’s new” or, “Uh... yeah, that’s Frank.

Frank's a little slow.”

.__.j_L|_I_|_I'_I_|_I_|_LLl_|.I'I LR R LT s

i !
M P ST

*Other ways to hint that everything is not as it seems
might be:
-A monk having strange things for an ascetic (luxury
goods, things prohibited by their religion, etc).
-A monk accidentally displaying unusual skills
(magical knowledge or abilities, alchemy, stealth, etc).
-A monk being surprisingly well-informed about current
events in the outside world.
-The books in the library seeming mostly untouched.
*The secret door in the crypt is meant to be inside the
stone casket in front of it. Lifting the lid reveals a ladder
leading down to the hallway in the center of the secret

area.
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