
// Iconoclasts //
A CAMPAIGN OF HORRORS MODERN AND ANCIENT  

FOR DELTA GREEN: THE ROLE-PLAYING GAME

BY ADAM SCOTT GLANCY WITH SHANE IVEY
DEVELOPER & EDITOR SHANE IVEY  GRAPHIC DESIGNER JEN MCCLEARY   

ART DIRECTOR & ILLUSTRATOR DENNIS DETWILLER  COPY EDITORS STEPHEN BUCK & LISA PADOL    
INDEXED BY JESS NEVINS

DELTA GREEN CREATED BY DENNIS DETWILLER, ADAM SCOTT GLANCY & JOHN SCOTT TYNES

Delta Green: Iconoclasts is published by Arc Dream LLC dba Arc Dream Publishing in arrangement with the Delta 
Green Partnership. The intellectual property known as Delta Green is ™ and © the Delta Green Partnership, which has 
licensed its use in this volume. This is a work of !ction. Any similarity with people or events, past or present, is purely 

coincidental and unintentional except for those people and events described in historical context. Written by Adam Scott 
Glancy and Shane Ivey, © 2022. Illustrations by Dennis Detwiller, © 2022. All rights reserved worldwide by the copyright 

holders. Permission granted to print pages labeled as worksheets and character sheets for personal use only. Special thanks to 
Christopher Gunning, Denise Robinson, Khaver Siddiqui, and James R. Snoddy for invaluable assistance, and to our diligent 

playtesters listed in the appendix. For a free PDF of this book with your print purchase, contact Arc Dream Publishing at 
arcdream.com; at 522 W. Riverside Ave., Suite #4121, Spokane, WA 99201, USA; or by email, info@arcdream.com.  

For more Delta Green, visit delta-green.com. 

“Is it possible to write about Mosul without feeling as if I am chewing on a mouthful of rubble, blood, and broken glass?”

Sold for Arc Dream Publishing by Studio2 Publishing
2663 Byington Solway Road
Knoxville, TN 37931, USA
phone 1-865-212-3797
email jims@studio2publishing.com

Delta Green: Iconoclasts product stock code APU8136
ISBN 978-1-940410-43-2
Printed in China
9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1



5

// Iconoclasts // // Introduction //

Introduction
Iconoclasts is an extended Delta Green operation set 
in 2016. The Program learns of a lethal incursion of 
unnatural power in the heart of war-torn Mosul. Case 
of!cers and analysts must investigate and con!rm the 
scope of the incursion and gather resources to deploy 
against it. Finally, a team of Agents must in!ltrate ISIL 
territory to contain the incursion before it spreads 
beyond control.

Iconoclasts contains an overview, three scenarios, 
and an appendix. An ambitious Handler could easily 
use its expansive coverage of gathering intelligence 
and organizing clandestine operations to develop a 
broader campaign around the Father of War and other 
unnatural threats in the Middle East. 

Horrors in Mosul
An overview of the campaign describes its setting, the 
Great Old One called the Father of War, and the “Sons 
of War” cult that serves that bloody god.

Part 1: A Black 
Smoke Rising

Iconoclasts begins with an unusual and especially grim 
scenario. The players temporarily take the roles of ISIL 
foreign !ghters. They have the easy duty of smashing 
idols from the region’s pagan past and recording it for 
propaganda purposes. The mission dooms them. They 
smash the wrong ancient artifact and release into the 
world a ghastly entity that demands slaughter. After 
its escape, members of the cult it builds in Mosul call 
it Abu Harb, the Father of War.

Part 2:  
Operation BONE BOX

The players switch to playing Agents of the Program. 
The action of their time playing ISIL recruits will have 
been presented to the Agents as part of the mission 
brie!ng, in a recovered video recording of the incident. 
6JG�DTKGſPI�KPENWFGU�KPHQTOCVKQP�HTQO�CP�WPWUWCN�UQWTEG��

C�OGODGT�QH�VJG�other�&GNVC�)TGGP��VJG�UQ�ECNNGF�1WVNCYU�

Part 3: The Evil of 
the Whisperer

6JG�#IGPVU�IQ�VQ�-KTMWM�VQ�ICVJGT�KPVGNNKIGPEG�CPF�CUUGVU�
HTQO�CETQUU�VJG�TGIKQP� The threat they face is not 
known to the Program, so it is up to the Agents to 
determine its magnitude and to establish countermea-
sures to eliminate or contain it. There is no “B” team 
working this problem from an of!ce on another "oor. 
The Agents are it.

“The Evil of the Whisperer” can be played for the 
long suspense and slow burn of espionage or as a tight 
series of crises of discovery and disinformation.

Part 4: Among 
Jinn and Men

6JG�#IGPVU�OWUV�KPſNVTCVG�+5+.�QEEWRKGF�/QUWN��OQXG�
CICKPUV�VJG�5QPU�QH�9CT� CPF�EQPHTQPV�VJG�(CVJGT�QH�9CT��
At the Handler’s discretion, the players could have two 
teams. One team can be investigators and analysts 
who gather intel on the threat and determine how to 
combat it. A second team may be Agents skilled at in-
!ltration, capable of blending with local cultures and 
trained for combat. This is a well-established dynamic 
in American intelligence: analysts and operators, with 
case of!cers gathering human intelligence and signals 
intelligence in between. Either way, Delta Green needs 
them to stop the threat of the Father of War. It can 
trust no one else to complete the mission.

Blacker Than Black
New rules help the Handler present the suspense and 
risks of spying and black ops.

Appendix
Tools that are useful across the campaign: new rituals, 
artifacts, and tomes, a glossary, playtesters, an index, 
and sample names.
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ISIL in 2016
Iconoclasts is set in the Middle East, in the midst of 
the Syrian civil war. It deals with the so-called Islamic 
State declared in 2014 by the regional terrorist group 
known to the U.S. as the Islamic State in Iraq and the 
Levant (ISIL). Formerly known as the Islamic State 
in Iraq and Syria (ISIS), ISIL had conquered an area 
between Raqqua, Syria and Mosul, Iraq, and declared 
themselves to be a worldwide caliphate. The Islamic 
State created its own military, courts, currency, and 
passports, and enforced a particularly brutal interpre-
tation of the Quran, the holy book of Islam. 

ISIL’s origins can be found in the U.S. overthrow 
of Saddam Hussein’s Ba’ath Party government in Iraq 
in 2003. Part of the U.S. occupation included a pro-
gram to remove all Ba’ath Party members from gov-
ernment service. Iraq’s Ba’ath Party began in a kind 
of fascistic pan-Arabism, but by the time of Saddam 
Hussein, it was merely a bureaucratic tool to enforce 
the rule of Hussein’s Al-Tikriti clan. When all those 
Ba’athist bureaucrats and military of!cers were forced 
from their jobs, many joined resistance cells !ghting 
the U.S. occupation. Most were Sunni Muslims, a 
religious minority in Iraq.

In 2007 the U.S. instigated a “troop surge” in Iraq 
combined with attempts to buy the temporary loyalty 
of Sunni Arab tribal leaders. The result was that most 
of the Ba’athist-inspired resistance groups were run 
out of Iraq by March 2011. Many took shelter in 
neighboring Syria, a state that shared a Ba’ath Party 
political culture. Syria’s Ba’athist party was a lethal 
rival to Iraq’s Ba’ath Party, and Syria supported the 
U.S. invasion. But Syria had then done much to help 
the resistance against U.S. forces in Iraq, despite Iraqi 
Ba’athists being Sunni and Syrian Ba’athists being 
Alawite, a sect of Shia Islam. Just as Iraq was winding 
down, Syria was gearing up. 

In March 2011, the Syrian government met civil 
protests of the Arab Spring with lethal force. Rather 
than cowing the population, it ignited a full-scale 

rebellion. Former Sunni Ba’athist insurgents from Iraq 
made common cause with Sunni rebels in Syria and 
formed the movement that would become ISIL. The 
rebellion bloomed into a sectarian civil war. 

In Iraq, Sunni insurgents had been !ghting against 
a majority Shia population. In Syria, the majority was 
Sunni and the ruling minority were Shia. ISIL quickly 
drew thousands of recruits by demonstrating that 
they were the most energetic and effective insurgents 
against the Syrian Ba’athist Shia government. ISIL 
took control of entire cities and set up their capital in 
Raqqa, Syria.

In 2014, ISIL pulled off its greatest coup. Fifteen 
hundred !ghters crossed the border back into Iraq and 
routed over 60,000 troops stationed in Mosul, a Sun-
ni-majority city that had been cha!ng against rule of 
the Shia-led government in Baghdad. Mosul is Iraq’s 
second largest city. Including areas in both Syria and 
Iraq, ISIL brought between three and eight million 
people under its rule. 

The U.S. responded to ISIL’s success with Op-
eration INHERENT RESOLVE in Iraq, Libya, and 
Syria. U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM) deployed 
special operations forces with Kurdish and Iraqi units 
and supported ground operations with airstrikes.

In 2015, the future viability of the governments 
of Syria and Iraq appeared to be in doubt. Then the 
Peshmerga, the army of Iraqi Kurdistan, launched an 
offensive to reclaim villages around Mosul with U.S. 
air support. By 2016, both states, with massive aid 
from Iran, Russia, and the United States, are beginning 
to push back. 

The next stage begins with Al-Fatah or Operation 
CONQUEST, an offensive by Iraqi Kurdistan, the 
Iraqi government, Shia, Sunni, Christian, Yazidi, Tur-
coman, and Armenian militias with U.S. and UK air 
support and ground forces.

The days of ISIL are numbered.
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XXX DESIGN NOTE XXX
Map of the region showing ISIL-controlled territory, the of!cial borders, and the locations of key 

events and NPCs:
x� 2൶FLDO�ERUGHUV�

x� ,6,/�FRQWUROOHG�WHUULWRULHV�LQ�$SULO�����
x� 0DMRU�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�URXWHV
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XXX END NOTE XXX
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IN THE FIELD

Islam and ISIL
The peculiar expression of Islam by ISIL, and the con!icts between ISIL’s beliefs and those of other Muslims, feature directly in Iconoclasts. A game book is hardly the appropriate place for a study of Islam, but an over-view may be useful for readers who come from other cultural backgrounds. Readers should consult deeper sources for real understanding. 

Iconoclasts uses the Associated Press Stylebook as its guide for spellings, titles, and honori"cs.Islam is the most recent of the three great Abrahamic monotheist religions, following Judaism and Christianity onto the world stage beginning in 610 CE with the revelations of the prophet Muhammad. These revelations, ultimately codi"ed in the Quran, built on the previous Abrahamic religions of the region, utilizing many of the most important "gures and concepts found in Judaism and Christianity. Islam acknowledges such "gures as the archangels Gabriel and Michael; Abraham, the father of Isaac; Noah and his Ark; Jonah and the whale; the prophet Moses; and Jesus of Nazareth (regarded as a prophet rather than a divinity).Unlike Christianity, which developed under the rule of the rebellion-wary Roman Empire, Islam does not draw any distinction between religious and temporal authority. Some traditionalists hold that the only legitimate law is religious law, Sharia, and that religious leaders are the only legitimate leaders. Many mod-ern Muslim-majority nations adopted secular laws and government over the centuries, reserving Sharia for personal or family con!icts. Many fundamentalists oppose such secularism in government.

IN THE FIELD

Sunni and Shia
The Sunni branch of Islam is by far the largest, accounting for 85% or more of Muslims worldwide. Differences 

with Shia, the second-largest branch, have given rise to countless con!icts over the centuries. The schism has to 

do with rules of succession from the earliest years of Islam. Sunnism holds that the most learned and important 

leaders should decide who should lead. Shia holds that leadership can be inherited only by those with the 

bloodline of the prophet Muhammad. 
Where temporal authority derives from religious authority, assigning religious authority is a matter of 

supreme temporal importance. As far as the two sects are concerned, only one can be right.

Iraq’s population is 55% to 65% Shia, but it was ruled for decades by a secular Sunni government of 

Ba’athist Arab nationalists until the American overthrow of Saddam Hussein. Iran, to the east, is at least 90% 

Shia and aggressively seeks to expand its in!uence into majority-Shia Iraq. Iraq’s northwestern neighbor Syria 

is overwhelmingly Sunni but is ruled by a secular Shia Ba’ath party that bitterly opposed the Sunni Ba’athists in 

Iraq. 
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xxx DESIGN NOTE xxx
A Middle East map showing this data. Note that the Islamic State is NOT a nation like the others, hence 

the italics. Make sure the borders of its territory are distinct from national borders and overlap those of 
Iraq and Syria.

NATION POPULATION MAJORITY RELIGION GOVERNMENT

Bahrain 1,234,596 Shia Islam (rulers are Sunni) Monarchy

Cyprus 1,088,503 Christian Presidential republic

Egypt 82,798,000 Sunni Islam Presidential republic

Iran 78,868,711 Shia Islam Islamic republic

Iraq 33,635,000 Shia Islam Parliamentary republic

Islamic State 8,000,000 (est.) Sunni Islam Caliphate

Israel 7,653,600 Judaism Parliamentary republic

Jordan 6,318,677 Sunni Islam Monarchy

Kuwait 3,566,437 Sunni Islam Monarchy

Lebanon 4,228,000 Islam, about half Shia 
and half Sunni

Parliamentary republic

Oman 2,694,094 Ibadi Islam Monarchy

Palestine 4,260,636 Sunni Islam Semi-presidential republic

Qatar 1,696,563 Sunni Islam Monarchy

Saudi Arabia 27,136,977 Sunni Islam Monarchy

Syria 23,695,000 Sunni Islam (rulers are Shia) Presidential republic

Turkey 73,722,988 Sunni Islam Presidential republic

United 
Arab Emirates

8,264,070 Sunni Islam Monarchy

Yemen 23,580,000 Sunni Islam Presidential republic

xxx END NOTE xxx



12

IN THE FIELD
ISIL’s Beliefs
ISIL’s Sunni fundamentalism holds to be apostates not only all Shia but also all Sunni who do not accept the authority of ISIL. As apostates, those denounced may be attacked, killed, robbed, enslaved, or imprisoned. Rede"ning who is truly Muslim in order to remove the protections granted to those living under Sharia is a characteristic ISIL shares with the Wahhabist sect of Saudi Arabia. However, ISIL combines radical funda-mentalism with contempt for Islamic scholarship, preferring a literalist and apocalyptic reading of the Quran.ISIL’s mythology predicts an Islamic version of the battle of Armageddon near the town of Dabiq in Syr-ia, where an army of angels will join the jihadis in a "nal battle against all in"dels and apostates. This myth serves a speci"c political philosophy. Once the trappings of religion are stripped away, ISIL is a genocidal police state.
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The Father of War
Of all the mighty powers called the Great Old Ones, 
only one seems to take consistent and attentive 
interest in humanity: Nyarlathotep, the so-called 
soul and messenger of the Outer Gods. Nyarlathotep 
wears uncounted guises to offer corrosive wisdom and 
power. One particularly bloodthirsty avatar appeared 
to prehistoric tribes in the Caucasus Mountains in 
today’s southwest Armenia, where it taught them to 
create lethally sharp knives and arrowheads from 
chips of obsidian and to use them in slaughter and 
sacri!ce. The earliest known records of this cruel god 
came in ancient Assyria, where it was worshipped as 
Shagash, god of slaughter. Its cultists called it Abim 
Anuntum, the Father of War.

Each chip and "ake struck away in creating lethal 
obsidian weapons held a grain of the consciousness 
of the Father of War. Once enough chips accumulated, 
they moved of their own volition, imbued with its 
spirit. The Father of War appears by night as a whirl-
wind of razor-sharp obsidian shards. It never stirs 
by day. It "ays the skin off human beings who have 
the hubris to encounter it, all except those it accepts 
as worshippers. See RESEARCHING THE FATHER OF WAR on 
page XX for more of its history.

The Sons of War
One who bows in worship of the Father of War may 
become what it calls a “Son of War.” Accepting the 
Father of War into your soul means accepting it into 
your body as well. It requires swallowing a chip of 
obsidian imbued with the power of the Father. The 
modern Sons of War call this the  “Vigil of Stone.”

The Father of War sometimes uses the Sons of War 
as its eyes and ears, knowing everything they see and 
hear. It cannot know its servants’ thoughts; it can only 
hear their words and see their actions. When it wants 
to call a Son of War to it for instructions, the imbed-
ded chip pulls them. It causes them pain until they 
answer the call. The individual chips cannot commu-
nicate beyond that. 

Worship of the Father of War begins with abso-
lute obedience. Those who disobey the Father, or who 
share its secrets, die horribly. The obsidian chip slices 
its way through the traitor until it reaches the heart.

Newly manifested, the !rst thing the Father 
of War demands from its acolytes is transport to a 
suitable temple, someplace secure from the light of 
the sun. Buildings are good. Caves are best. Then the 
worshippers must provide human sacri!ces. The most 
acceptable means of sacri!ces are those that utilize 
obsidian to kill slowly.

The Throne of Blood
The Sons of War have not existed for thousands of 
years. Methods to summon the Father of War are van-
ishingly rare. The Father of War emerges into the 21st 
century only by accident.

As detailed in THE HISTORY OF THE FATHER OF WAR on 
page XX, Shagash was last worshipped in ancient As-
syria. Little-known myths say armies carried the god 
of slaughter in a sacred amphora called the Throne of 
Blood. Its cult fell when a rebellious priest inscribed 
the bronze stopper to the Throne of Blood with a 
version of the Elder Sign, a sigil potent against certain 
powers that exist beyond the dimensions known to 
humanity. He sought to control his god. When the god 
refused to be controlled, the priest buried the Throne 
of Blood in the hope that it would never be found. 

Of course, it eventually was.
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Tariq Mohammed 
Rassam

The man who found the Throne of Blood and who 
has guarded it for decades is Tariq Mohammed Ras-
sam. He hunted unnatural threats with Delta Green 
during World War II and on his own afterward. 

See THE JOURNALS OF TARIQ RASSAM on page XX 
for details about his background. Rassam has deep 
occult history in the region of Iconoclasts and with 
Delta Green. Watch for moments to introduce bits 
and pieces of his background so the Agents can piece 
them together.

Rassam eventually fell out of touch with his Delta 
Green contacts. He spent a lifetime as an academ-
ic, careful to avoid too much attention, and quietly 
sought and confronted unnatural threats in the region. 
He found the Throne of Blood and became its fearful 
caretaker. He relied on unnatural rituals to main-
tain his vitality even knowing they would eventually 
consume him. 

Sometimes Rassam wondered whether all the 
war he had seen could be evidence of the Father of 
War’s in"uence on the region. Could there ever be 
peace in the Middle East until this demonic prisoner 
was removed from the land? He vacillated between 
smuggling the Throne of Blood out of the country and 
burying it in concrete forever.

Then came ISIL.

ISIL’s Invasion
ISIL’s takeover of Mosul was so fast that at !rst no 
one could believe it. On 4 JUN 2014, the city had 
30,000 American-trained infantry and 30,000 po-
licemen. By 10 JUN 2014, those men had thrown 
down their weapons and run for their lives from an 
attacking force of 1,500 ISIL !ghters. The city and 
its environs fell into the hands of a motley collection 
of former Iraqi Ba’athist intelligence of!cers, home-
grown jihadis, and an array of foreign !ghters previ-
ously drawn to the civil war next door in Syria. 

The population of Mosul was subjected to a 
reign of terror. Dead bodies were everywhere, left 
as warning to the disobedient. Unlike with Saddam 
Hussein’s intelligence services, those who ran afoul of 
ISIL authorities did not disappear. They were publicly 
executed with often grotesque cruelty.

Rassam grew increasingly afraid of what would 
happen if ISIL found the Throne of Blood.

Enter the Outlaws
Tariq Rassam made plans to remove the Throne of 
Blood from its vault and transport it across the border 
into Turkey; however, that would only be the begin-
ning. The Throne would have to cross many borders 
before some !nal disposition could be arranged. To 
accomplish this, Rassam knew he had to get some-
one in authority to listen to him about its deadly and 
unnatural nature. He had to ensure no one would 
ever open it.

Despite his distrust of the Americans, Rassam 
felt he had no choice but to reach out to Delta Green. 
Only they would understand the deadly reality of the 
Throne and what it contained.

Through his black-market contacts, Rassam 
purchased a satellite phone. He smuggled letters con-
taining the number for the phone to a cousin he had 
helped reach the United States. The cousin hand-deliv-
ered the letters to every contact Rassam had devel-
oped during the three decades he worked with Delta 
Green. Rassam !gured that all of them would be dead 
by now, but he hoped a group like Delta Green might 
keep an eye even on their dead agents. 

Sure enough, when Rassam’s cousin turned up at 
the Library of Congress with a letter for Delta Green’s 
former leader Joseph Camp, someone noticed.

Rassam’s gambit put him in touch with the Delta 
Green faction known as the Outlaws. Rassam knew 
nothing of Delta Green’s history of disbandment, 
reinstatement, and balkanization. As far as he knew, 
there was only ever one Delta Green. And once they 
got in touch with Rassam via his satellite phone, they 
did their best to convince him that they were still the 
Delta Green Rassam had known from long before.
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The Outlaws arranged to get the amphora out of 
Turkey. The plan was for Rassam’s Kurdish contacts 
to bring two Delta Green agents to Rassam’s house 
at 2:00 a.m. on 24 MAR 2016. They would trans-
port Rassam and the amphora across the border into 
Turkey and then smuggle them to the United States, 
bypassing customs via a U.S. military "ight out of 
Incirlik Air Base.

That plan will not be executed. 
ISIL’s Al-Hisbah, or religious police, have chosen 

23 MAR 2016 to move against Rassam, who they 
believe is hiding idolatrous and blasphemous art and 
artifacts. Al-Hisbah, in the form of the players and 
their pregenerated characters in this campaign’s !rst 
scenario, will raid Rassam’s home hours before he and 
the Throne of Blood can be removed.

After the 
Father Is Free

After the Father of War is free, events take place un-
known at !rst to the players. 

The two Delta Green agents arrive at Rassam’s 
home just after the Father departs. They have a few 
moments to search the grounds for clues as to what 
happened. They grab only two things before leav-
ing the scene: the ISIL team’s digital camera and the 
amphora stopper inscribed with the Elder Sign, which 
both agents recognize. The Throne of Blood is too 
heavy to be moved quickly.

After returning to Turkey and studying the video, 
they realize that the situation is bigger than they can 
handle. They wrangle about it with A-Cell. Finally, 
A-Cell brings the incident to the attention of the Pro-
gram. The Program, too, sees the huge risks in con-
fronting an unnatural threat in ISIL territory. Finally, 
the Program assembles the team with authorization to 
operate in Iraq. 

During that time, ISIL launches its own investiga-
tion into the incident at the Rassam house.

The Vigil of Stone
Once Al-Hisbah notices that its propaganda team 
has not returned from the Rassam residence, it sends 
backup to check things out at mid-morning of 24 
MAR 2016. Then the public slaughter of !ghters at 
several checkpoints the night the Father is freed draws 
the attention of Amn al-Dawla, ISIL’s internal secu-
rity service. 

The highest-ranking member of Amn al-Dawla in 
Mosul is Colonel Ahmed al-Jabiri. He previously held 
that rank inside the Mukhabarat or Iraqi Intelligence 
Service during the reign of Saddam Hussein. Al-Jabiri 
leads the investigation. It takes only a couple of hours 
for Amn al-Dawla to connect the events at the Rassam 
house with the checkpoint deaths.

Al-Jabiri’s !rst step is to arrest Daoud el-Said of 
Al-Hisbah, who organized the search of the Rassam 
home. Despite hours of harsh interrogation, El-Said 
offers nothing to explain what had happened to his 
men beyond the assertion that Rassam was a secret 
pagan practicing black magic. Rassam’s vault, labo-
ratory, and library certainly had a distinctly impious 
atmosphere. Al-Jabiri interprets that to mean Rassam 
was an educated man and an expert on regional arche-
ology. Al-Jabiri is an educated man himself, without 
much belief in the supernatural. He continues his 
investigation.

The following nights, skinless corpses start turning 
up around Mosul, killed just like the men at the Ras-
sam house, by thousands of cuts executed in seconds. 
Entire families are butchered at home. Well-armed 
roadblock teams and alert patrols are peeled down to 
their muscles. 

Sometimes a man disappears rather than turning 
up skinned alive. Massacred families are found to 
have members missing. Each bloody incident produces 
one or more people who are never seen again. The 
Father of War is collecting new worshippers.

Colonel Al-Jabiri cannot account for how these 
killings are committed, so he concentrates on !nding 
the missing ISIL militia !ghters and Mosul civilians. 
He knows from his daily intelligence reports that Iraqi 
and Kurdish forces have begun operations to clear 
ISIL !ghters from areas east and south of Mosul in 
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preparation for assaulting the city itself. Despite the 
news blackout, word of the bloody "ayings spreads 
throughout the city. Both occupied and occupiers are 
terri!ed. This spreading terror convinces Al-Jabiri 
that he must be up against some kind of psychological 
warfare operation run by the CIA to undermine the 
defense of Mosul. 

Al-Jabiri arranges for a company of Chechen mer-
cenaries, the Wolves of Al-Mansur, to be pulled off the 
line to provide muscle for when he corners the Amer-
ican special operators he suspects are responsible for 
these atrocities. With the full force of the ISIL police 
state behind him, Al-Jabiri tracks some of the missing 
ISIL !ghters to a tunnel beneath the ancient ruins of 
Nineveh across the Tigris River from Mosul. On the 
evening of 30 MAR 2016, Al-Jabiri, his Amn al-Dawla 
agents, and the Wolves of Al-Mansur attack the lair of 
the Father of War, to Al-Jabiri’s eternal regret.

Most of Al-Jabiri’s Chechen mercenaries die 
around him, screaming and skinless beneath the an-
cient capital of the Assyrian Empire. To save their own 
lives, Al-Jabiri, four of his Amn al-Dawla agents, and 
20 Chechens pledge their submission to the demon 
in the darkness. Each swallows a sliver of obsidian, a 
piece of the Father of War itself. Al-Jabiri calls it the 

“Vigil of Stone.”
Al-Jabiri and his men have no choice but to obey 

their new god. As time goes on, they come to actively 
want to obey. As their sanity erodes, they see the value 
of blood and victory.

The Sons of War Reborn
The Father of War’s !rst order to Al-Jabiri is to gather 
more worshippers for Abna’ alharb, the burgeoning 
Sons of War cult. Al-Jabiri’s recruitment gives the cult 
access to the highest levels of ISIL. His training as a 
counterintelligence of!cer makes the cult’s activities 
harder to detect. He immediately ends the practice 
of leaving skinned bodies to be found. Now the Sons 
of War dismember "ayed corpses and dispose of the 
remains in the Tigris River, south of the city, so there 
will be less chance of people discovering them and 
panicking. Reports of "ayings end.

If Al-Jabiri Dies Early

The Agents could well orchestrate Al-Jabiri’s death 
before he has a chance to oversee many of the 
developments in this campaign. In that case, Col. 
Abu al-Shishani, the commander of the Wolves of 
Al-Mansur, takes over leadership of the Sons of War. 
Events proceed as written, but Al-Shishani has a lower 
pro"le than Al-Jabiri. Efforts to spy on him or follow his 
movements are equivalent to pursuing Al-Jabiri but with 
a further penalty of −20%. See COLONEL ABU AL- 
SHISHANI on page XX for his details.
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ISIL. Fear and the comfort of this delusion keep the 
group from disintegrating.

The Growth of the Cult
On 1 APR 2016, as the Agents attend the Program’s 
brie!ng, there are over two dozen Sons of War, in-
cluding Al-Jabiri, four Amn al-Dawla agents, and 20 
Chechen !ghters. There were more, but Al-Jabiri’s raid 
killed them before the Father of War intervened. 

On average, the cult grows by one member a day. 
Forced conversions are accompanied by disappearanc-
es as people brought before the Father of War choose 
death before apostasy. The longer the Agents take 
to resolve the situation, the more Sons of War they 
must deal with.

As things become less tenable for ISIL in north-
ern Iraq, and therefore also untenable for the Sons of 
War, Al-Jabiri plans to pull out of Mosul. His plan, in 
consultation with the Father of War, is to write the 
ritual to summon the Father of War in modern Arabic 
and teach and distribute it to as many Sons of War as 
he can. On 2 AUG 2016, he will dispatch a number of 
Sons of War to Raqqa, ISIL’s capital in Syria, by many 
different routes. Al-Jabiri hopes this will ensure at 
least one Son of War survives to invoke the Father of 
War, allowing it to instantly appear in Raqqa and take 
up residence in freshly blood-baptized obsidian clips. 

Al-Jabiri will also attempt to smuggle the Father 
of War out of Mosul physically, in the back of a spe-
cially armored tanker truck. The truck will leave Mo-
sul on 3 AUG 2016 at 6:00 p.m. It will be escorted by 
the Sons of War in armored technicals and Humvees 
mounting heavy machine guns and grenade launchers. 
He himself will travel as one of the lone couriers. 

As for the Throne of Blood, the Father of War has 
abandoned it, refusing to be trapped again. 

The Delta Green team must locate the Father of 
War and discover a means of neutralizing it and the 
Sons of War before the cult abandons Mosul. If it 
fails, it loses the chance to contain the situation. New 
cults dedicated to the Father of War will spring up in 
war zones around the globe as insurgents and security 
forces embrace a god that promises victory and grants 
at the very least the satisfaction of endless blood.

Rather than requiring the Father of War to hunt 
across the city for prey and recruits, Al-Jabiri assigns 
the new Sons of War to ISIL’s execution squads. Cap-
tured prisoners, traitors, apostates, and other enemies 
are brought to the caves beneath Nineveh. 

Recruitment is no longer random. Al-Jabiri selects 
of!cers in ISIL’s security apparatus and arranges for 
them to be tricked or forced to come to the Father’s 
lair. Those who accept the Vigil of Stone return to 
their lives serving a new master. Those who refuse 
disappear into the Tigris River. Most people in Mosul 
don’t notice those disappearances. Al-Jabiri recruits 
among members of Amn al-Dawla (ISIL counterintelli-
gence) and Amn al-Dakhili (police), and most of those 
men are not natives of Mosul. Al-Jabiri subverts the 
very forces that should be hunting the cult. 

There are side effects, however. Inside ISIL security 
organizations and Al-Hisbah, these disappearances 
are the subject of many hushed rumors. The men 
who have disappeared are among the most loyal and 
reliable of ISIL’s servants. They are the least likely to 
"ee or be secretly arrested for treason. Their absence, 
and the silence around their absence, is impossible to 
ignore. Their disappearances are not ordered by the 
state or being investigated by the state. This prompts a 
lot of chatter, a fair amount of which is intercepted by 
U.S. SIGINT assets. 

The growth of the Sons of War is slow but steady. 
The !rst recruits act out of sheer terror. However, ISIL 
has long !lled its propaganda outlets and mosques 
with promises of divine intervention to destroy the 

“Crusaders” and other apostates that threaten the 
caliphate. And Al-Jabiri knows that as the Kurds and 
Iraqis close in around Mosul, there will be much need 
for a god who can deliver on promises to drown the 
enemies of the faithful in rivers of blood. Like any 
good father, the Father of War will act to protect 
its children. 

Al-Jabiri sells the Father of War to recruits with a 
mix of Arab folklore and grossly misinterpreted Islam. 
He claims the Father of War is the archangel Azrael, 
Malak al-Mawt, the Quaranic Angel of Death. Al-Jabi-
ri constantly reinforces the idea that the Azrael serves 
the will of Allah by dispatching sinners and traitors of 
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Timeline
Kurdish and Iraqi operations against ISIL form the backdrop of this campaign. Operation CONQUEST is not a 
direct attack on Mosul but a preparatory campaign to secure the villages and towns around the city. Particularly 
notable or notorious executions carried out by ISIL in and around Mosul have also been included. Some of these 
events could impact the course of the campaign. This timeline also includes !ctional events that will occur unless the 
Agents intervene, right up until the Sons of War evacuate Mosul for Raqqa.

Fictional events are in italics.

23 MAR 2016 

 » Full moon.

 » *4*-�"M�)JTCBI�¾HIUFST�SBJE�UIF�IPNF�PG�5BSJR�3BTTBN��*U�UVSOT�EJTBTUSPVT�BT�UIF�
'BUIFS�PG�8BS�JT�SFMFBTFE�JOUP�UIF�XPSME�

24 MAR 2016 

 » "HFOUT�4MPBO�BOE�4UJMMXBUFS�PG�UIF�%FMUB�(SFFO�0VUMBXT�DPNF�UP�UIF�IPNF�PG�5BSJR�
3BTTBN�BOE�¾OE�DBSOBHF��5IFZ�SFNPWF�B�WJEFP�SFDPSEFS�BOE�BO�BNQIPSB�TUPQQFS�UIBU�
CFBST�BO�&MEFS�4JHO�BOE�¿FF�CFGPSF�*4*-�JOWFTUJHBUPST�BSSJWF�

 » 5IF�'BUIFS�PG�8BS�BUUBDLT�BO�*4*-�DIFDLQPJOU�BT�JU�USBWFMT�DSPTT�DPVOUSZ�UP�
/JOFWFI��*U�LJMMT�UISFF�*4*-�¾HIUFST�BOE�MFBWFT�UIFJS�¿BZFE�CPEJFT�UP�CF�GPVOE�
CZ�UIF�OFYU�WFIJDMF�UIBU�BQQSPBDIFT�UIF�DIFDLQPJOU��0ODF�JU�BSSJWFT�BU�/JOFWFI�
JU�TFUUMFT�JOUP�DBWFT�CFOFBUI�UIF�SVJOT�

 » Iraqi forces advance westward toward the oil town of Qayyarah, southeast of Mo-
sul. Iraqi troops were reported to have recaptured several villages from ISIL, 
among them Al-Nasr, Garmandi, Kudila and Khurburdan, though it was later re-
vealed that government forces were trying to capture Al-Nasr. Two brigades of the 
U.S.-trained Iraqi 15th�%JWJTJPO�GBDF�UIF�CSVOU�PG�UIF�¾HIUJOH�XIJMF�UIF�1FTINFS-
ga hold their front line.

 » About 200 U.S. Marines and a few U.S. Army and Iraqi soldiers support the of-
GFOTJWF�XJUI�¾SF�GSPN�GPVS�IPXJU[FST�BU�'JSFCBTF�#FMM�PVUTJEF�.BLINVS�BCPVU����
LN�TPVUIFBTU�PG�.PTVM�BOE����LN�GSPN�*4*-�MJOFT��'JSFCBTF�#FMM�GBDFT�SPDLFU�BOE�
TVJDJEF�CPNCFS�BUUBDLT��5IF�1FOUBHPO�SFOBNFT�JU�,BSB�4PBS�$PVOUFS�'JSF�$PNQMFY�
PO����."3������BOE�FWFOUVBMMZ�OBNFT�JU�,BSB�4PBS�#BTF�

 » "NO�BM�%BLIJMJ�	*4*-µT�DSJNJOBM�QPMJDF�TFSWJDF
�SFTQPOET�UP�UIF�DIFDL-
QPJOU�NBTTBDSF�
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 » "M�)JCBI�GPMMPXT�VQ�PO�UIFJS�NJTTJOH�UFBN�BGUFS�NPSOJOH�QSBZFST�BOE�¾OE�UIF�
NBTTBDSF�TDFOF��'JSTU�"NO�BM�%BLIJMJ�JT�DBMMFE�CVU�UIBU�RVJDLMZ�SFTVMUT�JO�"NO�
BM�%BXMB�	*4*-�DPVOUFSJOUFMMJHFODF
�CFJOH�BMFSUFE��5IBU�CSJOHT�$PMPOFM�"INFE�
"M�+BCJSJ�UP�UIF�3BTTBN�SFTJEFODF�NBTTBDSF��"M�+BCJSJ�UBLFT�PWFS�UIF�JOWFTUJ-
HBUJPO��)JT�UFBN�EJTDPWFST�3BTTBNµT�BSUJGBDUT�MBC�BOE�MJCSBSZ��3FNBJOT�BSF�
SFNPWFE�CVU�EVF�UP�UIF�BNPVOU�PG�CMPPE�BU�UIF�TDFOF�UIF�FWJEFODF�JO�3BTTBNµT�
WBVMU�JT�OPU�DPMMFDUFE��"GUFS�UIF�BUUBDL�JT�EPDVNFOUFE�BOE�QIPUPHSBQIFE�NFO�
GSPN�BO�*4*-�EJTDJQMJOBSZ�VOJU�BSF�CSPVHIU�JO�UP�DMFBO�VQ�UIF�CMPPE��5IF�IPVTF�JT�
QMBDFE�VOEFS�HVBSE�

 » "M�+BCJSJ�UBLFT�PWFS�JOWFTUJHBUJPO�PG�UIF�DIFDLQPJOU�NBTTBDSF�BOE�MPPLT�GPS�SF-
MBUFE�BUUBDLT�

25 MAR 2016

 » Overnight, the Father of War visits a home north of the ruins of Nineveh. Seven 
PG�UIF�GBNJMZ�BSF�¿BZFE�BMJWF�CVU�UXP�TPOT�EJTBQQFBS�GPSDFE�UP�BDDFQU�UIF�7JHJM�
PG�4UPOF��5IF�NBTTBDSF�JT�EJTDPWFSFE�JO�UIF�NPSOJOH�CZ�UIF�"NO�BM�%BLIJMJ�XIP�
report it to Al-Jabiri.

 » 0WFSOJHIU�UIF�'BUIFS�PG�8BS�LJMMT�TJY�*4*-�¾HIUFST�JO�UXP�EJGGFSFOU�BUUBDLT��
5XP�*4*-�¾HIUFST�FTDBQF�XJUI�UIFJS�MJWFT�CVU�BSF�VOBCMF�UP�SFQPSU�DPIFSFOUMZ��
5IFZ�IBWF�UBLFO�UIF�7JHJM�PG�4UPOF��

 » "M�+BCJSJ�PSEFST�TUSFFU�QBUSPMT�JO�.PTVM�EPVCMFE�BGUFS�EBSL�

 » %FMUB�(SFFO�0VUMBXT�4MPBO�BOE�4UJMMXBUFS�SFQPSU�UP�"�$FMM��"�$FMM�EFDJEFT�UP�
CSJOH�UIFJS�FWJEFODF�UP�UIF�1SPHSBN�

26 MAR 2016 

 » *SBRJ�GPSDFT�TIFMM�*4*-�IFBERVBSUFST�JO�UIF�PJM�UPXO�PG�2BZZBSBI�LJMMJOH����

 » 0WFSOJHIU�POF�*4*-�¾HIUFS�PO�OJHIU�QBUSPM�JT�LJMMFE�BOE�UISFF�BSF�SFQPSU-
FE�BT�EFTFSUFST��5IF�EFTFSUFST�BDDFQUFE�UIF�7JHJM�PG�4UPOF�BOE�OPX�IBWF�KPJOFE�
UIF�4POT�PG�8BS�

 » 5IF�'BUIFS�PG�8BS�TMBVHIUFST�B�GBNJMZ�JO�UIFJS�IPNF�XFTU�PG�/JOFWFI��4JY�EFBE�
BOE�POF�TPO�NJTTJOH��5IF�TPO�UBLFT�UIF�7JHJM�PG�4UPOF�BOE�KPJOT�UIF�CVSHFPOJOH�
DVMU�JO�UIF�UVOOFMT�VOEFS�/JOFWFI�

 » %FMUB�(SFFO�0VUMBXT�4MPBO�BOE�4UJMMXBUFS�BSSJWF�BU�*ODJSMJL�"'#�5VSLFZ��5IFZ�
UBLF�NJMJUBSZ�TQBDF�BWBJMBCMF�¿JHIUT�4MPBO�UP�(FSNBOZ�BOE�4UJMMXBUFS�UP�UIF�6�4�
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27 MAR 2016 

 » 0WFSOJHIU�FJHIU�NPSF�*4*-�¾HIUFST�BSF�LJMMFE�JO�UIF�TUSFFUT�PG�.PTVM��5XP�HP�
NJTTJOH�BOE�UISFF�FTDBQF��"MM�¾WF�TVSWJWF�CZ�BDDFQUJOH�UIF�7JHJM�PG�4UPOF�

 » $PM��"INFE�BM�+BCJSJ�BSSBOHFT�GPS�B�DPNQBOZ�TUSPOH�VOJU�PG�$IFDIFO�¾HIUFST�UIF�
8PMWFT�PG�"M�.BOTVS�UP�CF�QVMMFE�GSPN�UIF�GSPOU�BOE�CSPVHIU�UP�.PTVM�

 » "HFOU�4MPBO�PG�UIF�%FMUB�(SFFO�0VUMBXT�NBLFT�DPOUBDU�XJUI�UIF�1SPHSBN��)F�CFHJOT�
UIF�QSPDFTT�PG�DPOWJODJOH�UIF�1SPHSBN�UIBU�IJT�JOUFM�JT�SFBM�BOE�UIF�UISFBU�JT�
HFOVJOF��5IF�1SPHSBN�XPSLT�UP�DPO¾SN�IJT�TUPSZ�

 » "CV�'VSRBO�BM�.JTSZ�BO�*4*-�DPNNBOEFS�BOE�FYFDVUJPOFS�XIP�XBT�B�OPUPSJPVT�¾HVSF�
JO�UIF�SFHJPO�JT�LJMMFE�JO�BDUJPO�

28 MAR 2016 

 » "OPUIFS�OJHIU�BOE�TFWFO�NPSF�*4*-�¾HIUFST�BSF�LJMMFE�JO�UIF�TUSFFUT�PG�.PTVM��
5XP�HP�NJTTJOH�BOE�UXP�TVSWJWF�UIF�BUUBDLT��"MM�GPVS�UBLF�UIF�7JHJM�PG�4UPOF�

 » "INFE�BM�+BCJSJ�TVTQFDUT�UIBU�TVSWJWPST�PG�UIF�OJHIUMZ�BUUBDLT�NBZ�CF�JOWPMWFE�
JO�PUIFS�BUUBDLT��)F�IBT�UIF�TVSWJWPST�QMBDFE�VOEFS�TVSWFJMMBODF��

29 MAR 2016 

 » "INFE�BM�+BCJSJµT�JOWFTUJHBUPST�EJTDPWFS�UIBU�TVSWJWPST�PG�OJHIU�BUUBDLT�BSF�JO�
DPOUBDU�XJUI�UIF�¾HIUFST�BOE�DJWJMJBOT�XIP�IBE�HPOF�NJTTJOH��4VSWFJMMBODF�TIPXT�
UIFN�WJTJUJOH�UIF�UVOOFMT�CFOFBUI�UIF�SVJOT�PG�/JOFWFI��"M�+BCJSJ�QSFQBSFT�UP�
SBJE�UIF�UVOOFMT�UIF�OFYU�OJHIU�XJUI�IJT�$IFDIFO�¾HIUFST�

 » "OPUIFS�IPNF�JT�BUUBDLFE�JO�.PTVM��&JHIU�NFNCFST�PG�UIF�GBNJMZ�BSF�GPVOE�¿BZFE��
5IF�FMEFTU�TPO�HPFT�NJTTJOH�IBWJOH�BDDFQUFE�UIF�7JHJM�PG�4UPOF�

 » 3BEJP�DIBUUFS�JO�.PTVM�DPODFSOJOH�*4*-�¾HIUFST�BOE�DJWJMJBOT�CFJOH�¿BZFE�BMJWF�
DPOWJODFT�UIF�1SPHSBN�UP�UBLF�"HFOU�4MPBOµT�TUPSZ�TFSJPVTMZ��5IF�1SPHSBN�FTUBC-
MJTIFT�0QFSBUJPO�#0/&�#09�BOE�BTTFNCMFT�B�SFTQPOTF�UFBN��UIF�QMBZFSTµ�"HFOUT�
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30 MAR 2016 

 » Third quarter moon.

 » "INFE�BM�+BCJSJ�SBJET�UIF�UVOOFMT�CFOFBUI�UIF�SVJOT�PG�/JOFWFI��4FWFOUZ�PG�
IJT�$IFDIFO�NFSDFOBSJFT�EJF�TLJOMFTT�BOE�TDSFBNJOH��"M�+BCJSJ�BOE�GPVS�PG�
IJT�"NO�BM�%BXMB�PG¾DFST�BOE����$IFDIFOT�UBLF�UIF�7JHJM�PG�4UPOF�BOE�KPJO�
UIF�4POT�PG�8BS�

 » "M�+BCJSJ�UBLFT�DIBSHF��)F�IBT�UIF�OFXMZ�SFDSVJUFE�4POT�PG�8BS�DPMMFDU�UIF�CPE-
JFT�PG�UIFJS�DPNSBEFT�EJTNFNCFS�UIFN�BOE�EJTQPTF�PG�UIFN�EPXOTUSFBN�JO�UIF�
5JHSJT�3JWFS��

 » /P�PQFO�BUUBDLT�PO�*4*-�¾HIUFST�PS�.PTVM�SFTJEFOUT�PDDVS�BGUFS�UIJT�EBUF��

31 MAR 2016

 » 5IF�1SPHSBN�¿JFT�UIF�"HFOUT�UP�UIF�6�4��CBTF�1BO[FS�,BTFSOF�JO�(FSNBOZ�

1 APR 2016 

 » .PTVM�SFTJEFOUT�JO�GFBS�PG�CPNCJOH�BOE�¾HIUJOH�CFHJO�UP�¿FF�UIF�DJUZ�DIPLJOH�
the region with refugees.  

 » $PBMJUJPO�BJSDSBGU�DBSSZ�PVU�BJSTUSJLFT�OFBS�2BZZBSBI�EFTUSPZJOH�BO�BNNP�EVNQ�

 » 5IF�1SPHSBN�CSJFGT�UIF�"HFOUT�PO�0QFSBUJPO�#0/&�#09�

2 APR 2016 

 » )FBWZ�¾HIUJOH�JO�"M�/BTS�BOE�TPVUI�PG�.PTVM�JO�.BLNVS�%JTUSJDU�MFBWFT�
���*4*-�EFBE�

 » 5IF�"HFOUT�¿Z�UP�,JSLVL�"JSQPSU�BOE�BSF�BTTJHOFE�B�DPSOFS�PG�UIF�64"'�CBTF�UIFSF�
UP�CFHJO�0QFSBUJPO�#0/&�#09�

4 APR 2016

 » $PBMJUJPO�BJSTUSJLFT�EFTUSPZ�UIF�*4*-�PDDVQJFE�5VSLJTI�$POTVMBUF�JO�.PTVM�XJUI�
5VSLJTI�QFSNJTTJPO�

 » ISIL-occupied Al-Nasr still holds out against Iraqi forces.
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5 APR 2016 

 » "O�BJSTUSJLF�EFTUSPZT�*4*-µT�USBJOJOH�IFBERVBSUFST�OFBS�UIF�.PTVM�(SBOE�
.PTRVF�LJMMJOH����

6 APR 2016 

 » 1FTINFSHB�BOE�BMMJFE�USJCBM�GPSDFT�KPJO�UIF�*SBRJ�BSNZ�¾HIUJOH�JO�"M�/BTS�

7 APR 2016 / RAJAB 1437 AH  

 » New moon.

 » "�CSJEHF�PWFS�UIF�5JHSJT�3JWFS�JO�.PTVM�JT�EFTUSPZFE�CZ�BO�BJSTUSJLF�DVUUJOH�PGG�
a supply line. 

 » "O�BJSTUSJLF�UBSHFUT�B�MBCPSBUPSZ�PG�DIMPSJOF�¾MMFE�SPDLFUT�DIMPSJOF�HBT�BOE�
PUIFS�UPYJD�NBUFSJBMT�CFMPOHJOH�UP�*4*-�JO�"M�4BBXJZB�WJMMBHF�JO�2BZZBSBI�%JT-
USJDU�EFTUSPZJOH�JU�DPNQMFUFMZ�BOE�LJMMJOH����¾HIUFST�

 » 5IF�'BUIFS�PG�8BS�TUSFOHUIFOFE�CZ�TBDSJ¾DFT�SJTFT�GSPN�UIF�DBWFT�CFOFBUI�
/JOFWFI�BOE�BUUBDLT�BO�*SBRJ�BSNPSFE�QMBUPPO�DIBOHJOH�QPTJUJPOT�VOEFS�DPWFS�PG�
EBSLOFTT�OFBS�2BZZBSBI��5IF����DSFXNFO�BSF�¿BZFE�BMJWF�JOTJEF�UIFJS�UISFF�.���
"CSBNT�UBOLT��5IF�*SBRJ�"SNZ�SFDPWFST�UIF�UBOLT�BOE�BUUFNQUT�UP�TBOJUJ[F�UIFN�
BOE�QVU�UIFN�CBDL�JOUP�TFSWJDF�

9 APR 2016 

 » $PBMJUJPO�BJSTUSJLFT�IJU�.PTVM��5XP�TUSJLFT�PO�BO�*4*-�EFGFOTJWF�GFODF�JO�"M�)BK�
TPVUI�PG�.PTVM�LJMM�PWFS����NJMJUBOUT�BOE�QVMWFSJ[F�UIF�CBTF��$PBMJUJPO�KFUT�
LJMM����NJMJUBOUT�JO�"M�.BIBOOB�%JTUSJDU�TPVUI�PG�.PTVM�

10 APR 2016

 » *4*-�CVMMEP[FST�EFTUSPZ�UIF�BODJFOU�.BTILJ�(BUF�BU�UIF�/JOFWFI�SVJOT�

12 APR 2016 

 » #SJUJTI�BJSTUSJLFT�OFBS�.PTVM�BOE�2BZZBSBI�UBLF�PVU�BO�*4*-�SPDLFU�MBVODIJOH�
team and a mortar team.
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14 APR 2016 

 » First quarter moon.

 » *4*-�CVMMEP[FST�EFTUSPZ�UIF�BODJFOU�"EBE�(BUF�BOE�BEKBDFOU�XBMMT�JO�UIF�
Nineveh ruins.

16 APR 2016 

�» $�DPBMJUJPO�BJSTUSJLF�LJMMT�*NBE�,IBMJE�"GBS�B�TFOJPS�*4*-�DPNNBOEFS�BOE�BEWJTFS�
near the Salam Hospital in Mosul, which ISIL uses as an operational headquarters.

18 APR 2016 

 » )FMJDPQUFS�CPSOF�6�4��BOE�1FTINFSHB�GPSDFT�DBSSZ�PVU�B�SBJE�JO�)BNBN�"MJM�TPVUI�
PG�.PTVM�LJMMJOH�UISFF�*4*-�NJMJUBOUT��0OF�JT�4BMBN�"CE�4IBCJC�BM�+CPVSJ�UIF�
former top ISIL commander in Mosul.

 » 5IF�1FTINFSHB�MBVODI�BO�PGGFOTJWF�PO�,IPSTBCBE�OPSUIFBTU�PG�.PTVM�DBQUVSJOH�
UIF�WJMMBHFT�PG�/BXBSB�BOE�#BSJNB�BOE�UIF�,IPSTBCBE�JOUFSTFDUJPO�UP�UIF�OPSUI� 

19 APR 2016 

 » 1FTINFSHB�GPSDFT�FOUFS�,IPSTBCBE�

21 APR 2016

 » *4*-�FYFDVUFT�UXP�¾HIUFST�BOE�UISFF�DJWJMJBOT�CZ�UISPXJOH�UIFN�GSPN�UIF�UPQ�PG�B�
IJHI�CVJMEJOH�JO�UIF�BSFB�PG�#BC�BM�5VC�JO�DFOUSBM�.PTVM�GPS�IPNPTFYVBMJUZ�

 » 3FQPSUT�JOEJDBUF�UIBU�TJODF�.PTVM�XBT�UBLFO�CZ�*4*-�JO������PWFS�����XPNFO�BOE�
HJSMT�IBWF�CFFO�FYFDVUFE�CZ�¾SJOH�TRVBE�GPS�SFGVTJOH�UP�CFDPNF�²UFNQPSBSZ�XJWFT³�
GPS�*4*-�¾HIUFST��5IF�WBTU�NBKPSJUZ�PG�UIFTF�WJDUJNT�BSF�:B[JEJT��

22 APR 2016 

 » Full moon.



24

// Iconoclasts //// Timeline //

27 APR 2016 

 » 5IF�*SBRJ�"SNZ�DBQUVSFT�.BIBOB�B�WJMMBHF�JO�UIF�.BLINVS�BSFB�TPVUIFBTU�PG�2BZ-
ZBSBI� 5IF�DMBTIFT�BOE�BFSJBM�CPNCBSENFOUT�LJMM�����*4*-�NJMJUBOUT�

 » *4*-�FYFDVUFT�TFWFO�DJWJMJBOT�GPS�DPMMBCPSBUJOH�XJUI�UIF�*SBRJ�HPWFSONFOU��5IFZ�
are drowned in metal cages lowered into a swimming pool.

 » 5IF�*SBRJ�"SNZ�TIFMMT�,IBZBUB�WJMMBHF�JO�UIF�2BZZBSBI�%JTUSJDU�LJMMJOH����
ISIL militants.

28 APR 2016

 » *4*-�CMPXT�VQ�UIF�OJOFUFFOUI�DFOUVSZ�$ISJTUJBO�4BµB�2BEJNB�$IVSDI�BOE�DMPDL�UPXFS�
in central Mosul.

29 APR 2016 

 » 5IF�*SBRJ�"SNZ�SFQFMT�BO�*4*-�DPVOUFSBUUBDL�PO�UIF�WJMMBHFT�PG�.BIBOB�BOE�,IBS-
EBO�LJMMJOH����*4*-�NJMJUBOUT��

 » "O�"VTUSBMJBO�*4*-�SFDSVJUFS�/FJM�1SBLBTI�BMTP�LOPXO�CZ�IJT�BMJBT�"CV�
,IBMFE�BM�$BNCPEJ�JT�NJTUBLFOMZ�SFQPSUFE�UP�IBWF�CFFO�LJMMFE�JO�B�6�4��BJS-
TUSJLF�JO�.PTVM�

30 APR 2016 

 » Third quarter moon.

1 MAY TO 11 JUN 2016 

 » 5IFSF�JT�B�MVMM�JO�UIF�¾HIUJOH�BT�*SBRJ�BOE�1FTINFSHB�HBJOT�BSF�DPOTPMJEBUFE�

2 MAY 2016 

 » 5IF�*SBRJ�"SNZ�TIFMMT�*4*-�GPSDFT�JO�4IBZMB�WJMMBHF�JO�.BLINVS�%JTUSJDU�TPVUI�PG�
.PTVM�LJMMJOH�OJOF�

 » *4*-�CFHJOT�EFNPMJTIJOH�UIF�BODJFOU�4PVUIXFTU�1BMBDF�PG�4FOOBDIFSJC�JO�UIF�SV-
ins of Nineveh.



25

// Iconoclasts // // Timeline //

3 MAY 2016 

 » *4*-�NJMJUBOUT�XJUI�NPSF�UIBO����WFIJDMFT�BUUBDL�B�1FTINFSHB�QPTJUJPO�OFBS�UIF�
UPXO�PG�5FM�4LVG�OPSUI�PG�.PTVM�XIFSF�B�EP[FO�6�4��USPPQT�BSF�BDUJOH�BT�BEWJ-
TPST��5IF�NJMJUBOUT�CSFBL�JOUP�UIF�QPTJUJPO�VTJOH�UISFF�USVDL�CPNCT�GPMMPXFE�CZ�
CVMMEP[FST�UP�DMFBS�UIF�XSFDLBHF�BXBZ��

 » 5IF�1FTINFSHB�BOE�6�4��GPSDFT�DBMM�GPS�B�2VJDL�3FBDUJPO�'PSDF�	23'
�UP�SFTQPOE�
and help the advisors and other personnel withdraw. The QRF includes about a 
EP[FO�6�4��BJSDSBGU��'���T�'���T�"���T�#���T�BOE�UXP�ESPOFT�DBSSZ�PVU����
BJSTUSJLFT�XIJDI�EFTUSPZ�UXP�NPSF�USVDL�CPNCT��5PHFUIFS�UIF�DPBMJUJPO�GPSDFT�
SFQFM�UIF�BUUBDL��

 » 5IF�CBUUMF�DPOUJOVFT�GPS�BOPUIFS����IPVST�LJMMJOH����NJMJUBOUT�BOE�DBQUVSJOH�
UISFF�NPSUBST�BOE����WFIJDMFT��1FTINFSHB�GPSDFT�DBQUVSF�UISFF�6�4��NBEF�)VNWFFT�
UIBU�*4*-�IBE�DBQUVSFE�GSPN�UIF�*SBRJ�NJMJUBSZ�JO�������4QFDJBM�8BSGBSF�0QFSB-
UPS��TU�$MBTT�$IBSMFT�,FBUJOH�*7�B�6�4��/BWZ�4&"-�XIP�XBT�QBSU�PG�UIF�23'�JT�
UIF�UIJSE�"NFSJDBO�TFSWJDFNBO�UP�CF�LJMMFE�JO�DPNCBU�EVSJOH�0QFSBUJPO�*/)&3&/5�
3&40-7&��5FO�1FTINFSHB�¾HIUFST�BSF�LJMMFE�BOE����XPVOEFE��5XP�6�4��NFEFWBD�IFMJ-
DPQUFST�BSF�EBNBHFE�CZ�TNBMM�BSNT�¾SF��

 » *U�FNFSHFT�UIBU�UIJT�*4*-�BUUBDL�JT�QBSU�PG�B�DPVOUFS�PGGFOTJWF�PO�NVMUJQMF�
GSPOUT�UP�PCUBJO�OFX�HSPVOE��/FBS�5FM�4LVG�*4*-�EFTUSPZT�B�1FTINFSHB�DIFDLQPJOU��
*SBRJ�TQFDJBM�GPSDFT�GPJM�BO�BUUBDL�CZ�¾WF�TVJDJEF�CPNCFST�JO�UIF�WJMMBHF�PG�,I-
JSCJSEBO��1FTINFSHB�GPSDFT�SFQFM�BO�*4*-�BTTBVMU�PO�8BSEBL��$PBMJUJPO�BJSDSBGU�
DBSSZ�PVU�TFWFO�BJSTUSJLFT�OFBS�.PTVM�IJUUJOH�TJY�HSPVQT�PG�*4*-�¾HIUFST�BT�
well as two vehicles, three weapons caches, a mortar system, and other targets. 
5IF�PGGFOTJWF�JT�POF�PG�UIF�NPTU�DPNQMFY�CBUUMF¾FME�PQFSBUJPOT�MBVODIFE�CZ�*4*-�
since December 2015. It fails.

 » *4*-�FYFDVUFT����DJWJMJBOT�JO�.PTVM�CZ�¾SJOH�TRVBE�GPS�SFGVTJOH�UP�¾HIU�GPS�
UIF�$BMJQIBUF�

5 MAY 2016

 » *4*-�BSSFTUT�����.PTVM�DJWJMJBOT�GPS�SFGVTJOH�UP�¾HIU�GPS�UIF�$BMJQIBUF�BOE�FYF-
DVUFT����*4*-�¾HIUFST�CZ�¾SJOH�TRVBE�GPS�²FTDBQJOH�GSPN�CBUUMFT�³
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6 MAY 2016 / SHA’BAN 1437 AH 

 » New moon.

 » "O�BJSTUSJLF�PO�*4*-�GPSDFT�JO�UIF�WJMMBHF�PG�"M�+VµXBOB�JO�UIF�EJTUSJDU�PG�
.BLINPVS�LJMMT�����

 » 5IF�'BUIFS�PG�8BS�IFBST�IJT�4POTµ�QSBZFST�BDDFQUT�UIFJS�PGGFSJOHT�BOE�FNFSHFT�
UP�BUUBDL�B�VOJU�PG�4IJB�NJMJUJB�IPMEJOH�EFGFOTJWF�QPTJUJPOT�BSPVOE�UIF�WJMMBHF�
PG�.BIBOB��5XFOUZ�UISFF�NFNCFST�PG�4IJB�,BUBµJC�BM�*NBN�"MJ�	UIF�#BUUBMJPOT�PG�
*NBO�"MJ
�BSF�GPVOE�¿BZFE�BMJWF��'PVS�¿FE�GPS�UIFJS�MJWFT�BOE�HJWF�DPO¿JDUJOH�
BDDPVOUT�PG�UIF�NBTTBDSF�

7 MAY 2016 

�» $Q�BJSTUSJLF�EFTUSPZT�BO�*4*-�GVFM�TUBUJPO�TPVUI�PG�.PTVM�LJMMJOH����

8 MAY 2016

 » *4*-�¾OJTIFT�EFNPMJTIJOH�UIF�4PVUIXFTU�1BMBDF�PG�4FOOBDIFSJC�JO�UIF�SV-
ins of Nineveh.
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9 MAY 2016 

 » *SBRJ�GPSDFT�SFUBLF�UIF�OPSUIFSO�WJMMBHF�PG�,BCSPVL�GSPN�*4*-�TVQQPSUFE�CZ�BS-
UJMMFSZ�BOE�BJSTUSJLFT�GSPN�UIF�6�4��MFE�$PBMJUJPO��*U�UBLFT�MFTT�UIBO�UXP�IPVST�
BT�NJMJUBOUT�QVU�VQ�MJUUMF�SFTJTUBODF��'PSUZ�*4*-�NJMJUBOUT�BSF�LJMMFE��5IJT�BE-
vance brings Iraqi forces slightly closer to the oil town of Qayyarah.

13 MAY 2016 

 » First quarter moon.

 » *4*-�FYFDVUFT�CZ�¾SJOH�TRVBE�¾WF�PG�JUT�¾HIUFST�JO�.PTVM�GPS�FTQJPOBHF�

 » *4*-�FYFDVUFT�CZ�¾SJOH�TRVBE����.PTVM�DJUJ[FOT�GPS�VTJOH�DFMM�QIPOFT�

16 MAY 2016

 » *4*-µT�"M�)JTCBI�FYFDVUFT�POF�XPNBO�BOE����NFO�GPS�²JMMFHBM�SFMBUJPOT�³�&YFDVUJPO�
JT�CZ�TUPOJOH��*U�UBLFT�PWFS�BO�IPVS�UP�LJMM�UIF�WJDUJNT�

22 MAY 2016 

 » Full moon.

28 MAY 2016 TO 30 MAY 2016 

 » 1FTINFSHB�GPSDFT�SFDBQUVSF�OJOF�WJMMBHFT�TPVUIFBTU�PG�.PTVM�JODMVEJOH�.VG-
UJ�5VMBCBOE�4IVRBMJ�BOE�8BSEBL��'PVS�1FTINFSHB�¾HIUFST�BOE�����*4*-�NJMJ-
UBOUT�BSF�LJMMFE�

29 MAY 2016 

 » Third quarter moon.

 » 1FTINFSHB�GPSDFT�DPOTJTUJOH�PG������¾HIUFST�TVQQPSUFE�CZ�$PBMJUJPO�BJSTUSJLFT�
SFUBLF�UIF�UPXOT�"M�.VGUJZBI�BOE�+JN�,PVS�OFBS�.PTVM��

31 MAY 2016 

�» 7KH�*SBRJ�BSNZ�SFQFMT�BO�*4*-�BUUBDL�PO�UIF�BSFBT�PG�,BCSPVL�.BIBOB�BOE�,IBS-
CSEBO�XFTU�PG�.BLINVS�LJMMJOH����¾HIUFST��5IF�NJMJUBOUT�VTF�UXP�CPPCZ�USBQQFE�
WFIJDMFT�BHBJOTU�UIF�BSNZµT�EJTUSJDU�IFBERVBSUFST�
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1 JUN 2016

 » *4*-�FYFDVUFT�TJY�NFO�CZ�¾SJOH�TRVBE�JO�.PTVMµT�NBJO�TRVBSF�GPS�TFMM-
ing cigarettes.

 » 0VUTJEF�.PTVM�*4*-�FYFDVUFT�CZ�¾SJOH�TRVBE����GPSNFS�PG¾DFST�PG�4BEEBN�)VT-
TFJOµT�*SBRJ�BSNZ�GPS�SFGVTJOH�UP�KPJO�*4*-�

3 JUN 2016

 » *4*-�QVCMJDMZ�CVSOT�UP�EFBUI����:B[JEJ�HJSMT�BOE�XPNFO�JO�.PTVM�GPS�SFGVTJOH�UP�
CFDPNF�²UFNQPSBSZ�XJWFT³�PG�*4*-�¾HIUFST�

5 JUN 2016 / RAMADAN 1437 AH 

 » New moon.

 » "OTXFSJOH�UIF�DBMM�PG�UIF�4POT�PG�8BS�UIF�'BUIFS�PG�8BS�BUUBDLT�B�DPOWPZ�PG�
USVDLT�DBSSZJOH�1FTINFSHB�GPSDFT�UP�UIF�UPXO�"M�.VGUJZBI��'PSUZ�TJY�1FTINFSHB�
TPMEJFST�BSF�¿BZFE�UP�EFBUI��"OPUIFS����TVSWJWF�CVU�TVGGFS�IPSSJ¾D�JOKVSJFT��0G�
UIF�TVSWJWPST�BOPUIFS����XJMM�EJF�JO�IPTQJUBM��8JUOFTT�TUBUFNFOUT�WBSZ�XJMEMZ�

6 JUN 2016

 » Ramadan fasting begins.

 » *4*-�JO�.PTVM�QVCMJDMZ�FYFDVUFT����MPDBMT�GPS�BUUFNQUJOH�UP�¿FF�*4*-�DPO-
trolled territory. 

9 JUN 2016

 » ISIL in Mosul publicly stones a woman to death in front of the Zahraa Mosque.

12 JUN 2016 

 » First quarter moon.

 » The Iraqi Army renews its offensive south of Mosul to capture the village of 
)BKK�"MJ�PO�UIF�CBOLT�PG�UIF�5JHSJT�3JWFS��5IF�PGGFOTJWF�JT�TVQQPSUFE�CZ�$PB-
lition warplanes, after U.S. and Iraqi units hit ISIL positions with artillery 
in recent days.
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13 JUN 2016  

 » 5IF�*SBRJ�"SNZ�DBQUVSFT�)BKK�"MJ�BOE�UIF�WJMMBHFT�PG�,IJSBC�+BCSJ�BOE�,BQSPLJ�

20 JUN 2016 

 » Full moon.

25 JUN 2016 

 » "�6�4��BJSTUSJLF�LJMMT�UXP�TFOJPS�*4*-�PG¾DFST�JO�.PTVM�EFQVUZ�XBS�NJOJTUFS�
#BTJN�.VIBNNBE�"INBE�4VMUBO�BM�#BKBSJ�BOE�NJMJUBSZ�DPNNBOEFS�)BUJN�5BMJC�BM�)BN-
EVOJ��"M�#BKBSJ�JT�TVTQFDUFE�PG�PSHBOJ[JOH�NVTUBSE�HBT�BUUBDLT�BOE�MFBEJOH�UIF�
UBLFPWFS�PG�.PTVM�JO������

27 JUN 2016 

 » Third quarter moon.

4 JUL 2016 / SHAWWAL 1437 AH 

 » New moon.

 » 5IF�'BUIFS�PG�8BS�TUSJLFT�EPXO�BO�.J����IFMJDPQUFS�GSPN�UIF�*SBRJ���UI�4RVBESPO��
*U�JT�USBOTQPSUJOH�B�VOJU�PG�UIF��OE�#BUUBMJPO��TU�4QFDJBM�0QFSBUJPOT�#SJHBEF�BT�
UIFZ�SFUVSO�GSPN�B�TVDDFTTGVM�SBJE�UP�DBQUVSF�BO�*4*-�DPNNBOEFS�BMPOH�UIF�5JHSJT�
3JWFS��5IF�'BUIFS�PG�8BS�CMJOET�UIF�QJMPUT�GPSDJOH�B�DSBTI�MBOEJOH�UIFO�¿BZT�
UIF�SFTU�PG�UIF�UFBN�BT�UIFZ�TFDVSF�UIFJS�QSJTPOFS�BOE�SBEJP�GPS�BTTJTUBODF��5IF�
QJMPUT�TVSWJWF�IBMG�NBE�BOE�VUUFSMZ�CMJOE��5IF�QSJTPOFS�TVSWJWFT�VUUFSMZ�JO-
TBOF��"MM����DPNNBOEPT�EJF�

7 JUL 2016  

 » +VMZ��°���5IF�GFTUJWF�IPMJEBZ�&JE�BM�'JUS�NBSLT�UIF�FOE�PG�UIF�NPOUI�MPOH�EBZ-
MJHIU�GBTUJOH�PG�3BNBEBO��*O�*SBR�&JE�CFHJOT�PO���+6-������BOE�MBTUT�UISFF�EBZT��
'PS�*4*-�JU�NBSLT�UIF�FOE�PG�B�NPOUI�MPOH�TQSFF�PG�UFSSPS�BUUBDLT�JO�*SBR�5VS-
LFZ�#BOHMBEFTI�BOE�4BVEJ�"SBCJB�

 » 5IF�*SBRJ�"SNZ�DBQUVSFT�BO�BSFB�PO�UIF�5JHSJT�3JWFS�TPVUIXFTU�PG�)BK�"MJ�MJOL-
JOH�VQ�UXP�GSPOUT�BOE�CFTJFHJOH�BO�*4*-�QPDLFU�DPOUBJOJOH�B�IVOESFE�WJMMBHFT�BOE�
UIF�UPXO�PG�)BXJKB�
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9 JUL 2016 

 » 5IF�*SBRJ�"SNZ�DBQUVSFT�2BZZBSBI�"JS¾FME�8FTU�JO�/JOFWFI�QSPWJODF�SFQPSUFEMZ�
XJUIPVU�SFTJTUBODF��5IF�BJS¾FME�JT�DPOTJEFSFE�B�TUSBUFHJD�MBVODI�QBE�GPS�UIF�.P-
sul offensive.

12 JUL 2016 

 » First quarter moon.

15 JUL 2016 

 » *SBRJ�USPPQT�FTUBCMJTI�B�¿PBUJOH�CSJEHF�PWFS�UIF�5JHSJT�3JWFS�TPVUI�PG�.PTVM�
DPOOFDUJOH�.BLINVS�UP�2BZZBSBI�

 » 1SFTJEFOU�&SEPĒBO�PG�5VSLFZ�MBVODIFT�B�DSBDLEPXO�QVSQPSUFEMZ�JO�SFTQPOTF�UP�B�
NJMJUBSZ�DPVQ��5IF�5VSLJTI�.ģ5�CBDLT�&SEPĒBO�

16 JUL 2016 

 » "�MBSHF�CPBU�DBSSZJOH�NPSF�UIBO�UXP�UPOT�PG�FYQMPTJWFT�FO�SPVUF�UP�UIF�5JHSJT�
¿PBUJOH�CSJEHF�JT�EFTUSPZFE�CZ�B�DPBMJUJPO�BJSTUSJLF�OFBS�)BK�"MJ�WJMMBHF�

 » 5VSLFZ�CFHJOT�UIF�NBTT�BSSFTU�PG�NJMJUBSZ�PG¾DFST�JODMVEJOH�NBOZ�QSP�/"-
50�PG¾DFST��&SEPĒBO�CMBNFT�6�4��SFTJEFOU�.VIBNNFE�'FUIVMMBI�(�MFO�GPS�NBTUFS-
NJOEJOH�BO�BUUFNQUFE�DPVQ��5IF�6�4��HPWFSONFOU�SFGVTFT�UP�TVSSFOEFS�(�MFO�UP�
5VSLJTI�DVTUPEZ�

19 JUL 2016

 » 8PNFO�MFBE�UIF�¾STU�QVCMJD�QSPUFTU�JO�.PTVM�TJODF�*4*-�UPPL�PWFS�JO�+VOF�������
*4*-�¾HIUFST�LJMM����XPNFO�BOE�BSSFTU�NBOZ�NPSF�

20 JUL 2016 

 » Full moon.

26 JUL 2016 

 » Over 1,500 ISIL members, including several senior leaders, escape Mosul and 
IFBE�UPXBSET�3BRRB�4ZSJB��*U�JT�FTUJNBUFE�UIBU�UIFSF�XFSF�BSPVOE������*4*-�
members in Mosul before the recapture of Qayyarah base and surrounding villag-
es by pro-government forces. The number declined after their recapture as many 
EJFE�PS�¿FE�
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27 JUL 2016 

 » Third quarter moon.

28 JUL 2016 

 » "�SFQPSU�EFTDSJCFT�B�ZPVUI�HSPVQ�BUUBDL�PO�BO�*4*-�QSJTPO�PVUTJEF�.PTVM�UIBU�
LJMMT�B�QSJTPO�HVBSE�BOE�IFMQT�EP[FOT�PG�EFUBJOFFT�FTDBQF��.PTU�PG�UIF�EFUBJO-
ees were from Mosul and had been arrested on charges of collaborating with the 
security forces. ISIL had demanded ransoms ranging from 100,000 to 200,000 
Iraqi dinars.

 » *4*-�MFBEFST�JODMVEJOH�"CV�4IVBJC�EJF�JO�BO�BJSTUSJLF�PO�2BZZBSBI�

2 AUG 2016 / DHUL-QA’DAH 1437 AH 

 » New moon.

 » *SBRJ�GPSDFT�SFDBQUVSF�UIF�QVCMJD�SPBE�BOE�"M�)BUIS�KVODUJPO�BT�XFMM�BT�UIF�TVS-
SPVOEJOH�WJMMBHFT�GSPN�2BZZBSBI�UP�5MVM�BM�#K�

 » "INFE�BM�+BCJSJ�BOE�UIF�4POT�PG�8BS�BUUFNQU�UP�SFMPDBUF�UIFNTFMWFT�BOE�UIF�'BUIFS�
PG�8BS�UP�3BRRB�4ZSJB��4JY�DPVSJFST�EFQBSU�.PTVM�PO�JOEFQFOEFOU�SPVUFT�DBSSZ-
JOH�UIF�SJUVBM�$BMM�'PSUI�5IPTF�'SPN�0VUTJEF�	5IF�'BUIFS�PG�8BS
��"M�+BCJSJ�JT�
POF�PG�UIF�DPVSJFST�

 » 0ODF�BHBJO�UIF�'BUIFS�FNFSHFT�UP�BOTXFS�JUT�4POTµ�QSBZFST��*U�JOUFSDFQUT�BO�
"NFSJDBO�'���&�4USJLF�&BHMF�BQQSPBDIJOH�GPS�BO�BJSTUSJLF�PO�.PTVM��5IF�'BUIFS�
GFFET�QBSU�PG�JUT�PCTJEJBO�NBTT�UISPVHI�UIF�FOHJOFT�BOE�DBVTFT�B�EPVCMF�¿BNFPVU��
1JMPU�BOE�XFBQPOT�PG¾DFS�TBGFMZ�FKFDU��5IF�'BUIFS�¿BZT�UIFN�CFGPSF�UIFZ�UPVDI�
EPXO�TPVUI�PG�UIF�DJUZ�MFBWJOH�UIFJS�QBSBDIVUF�IBSOFTTFT�BOE�SFTDVF�USBOTQPO-
EFST�JOUBDU��"�64"'�&���+45"34�TVSWFJMMBODF�TZTUFN�SFDPSET�UIFJS�CSPBEDBTUT�JO-
DMVEJOH�QBSU�PG�UIFJS�IPSSJCMF�EFBUIT��64"'�QBSBSFTDVF�SFDPWFST�UIF�CPEJFT��

3 AUG 2016

 » +VTU�BGUFS�EBSL�B�IFBWJMZ�HVBSEFE�DPOWPZ�PSHBOJ[FE�CZ�UIF�4POT�PG�8BS�MFBWFT�
.PTVM�GPS�3BRRB�4ZSJB��"�UBOLFS�USVDL�BU�UIF�DFOUFS�PG�UIF�DPOWPZ�DPOUBJOT�UIF�
'BUIFS�PG�8BS�
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Part 1:  
A Black Smoke Rising
In this opening scenario, the players take the roles of 
non-Delta Green characters. They will play regular 
Agents in the rest of the campaign. Do not tell the 
players that they are playing out an event that their 
Agents will eventually investigate, but assure them that 
this opening session is a prelude with temporary char-
acters. A look inside black hearts and a blacker hunger. 
An introduction to details and contexts of the cam-
paign to come. And a demonstration of what’s at stake.

The players’ temporary characters are ISIL foreign 
!ghters. The majority of them, being essentially useless 
in combat but "uent in European languages and both 
tech and media savvy, have been assigned to make 
recruitment videos for the ISIL online recruitment 

magazine Dabiq. Their assignment today is to go to 
the house of a suspected in!del and !lm the destruc-
tion and con!scation of his collection of blasphemous 
pre-Islamic artifacts.

The team consists of six pregenerated characters 
and two NPCs. One NPC, a disabled ghazi (warrior) 
currently serving non-combat duties, supervises the 
team. Another inexperienced and rash NPC !ghter 
accompanies the team. Should the player characters 
prove too cautious, that reckless warrior can take 
actions that will release the Father of War from its 
prison. Unused pre-generated characters can !ll out 
the party’s ranks as additional NPCs.
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Introduction
Hand out the pregenerated ISIL characters and allow 
the players to familiarize themselves with their public 
and secret personae. 

Next, hand out the document entitled “ISIL 
Brie!ng.” This describes what happened that morning 
during their mission brie!ng. Everyone should read it 
silently. Do not allow players to ask questions about it. 
Tell them not to show their copy of the brie!ng to any 
other players. All copies of the brie!ng are identical, 
but this should foster a touch of paranoia. 

Then have each player read the “Public Infor-
mation” about their pregen character out loud to 
the group, and read the “Secret Information” silently 
to themselves. 

Once that is done, begin the mission in medias 
res. They are in the back of the truck that is driving 
them out of Mosul on the way to their mission. The 
action should begin like the team’s video camera is 
being switched on to get comments and observations 
on their way to the mission, in the style of a “found 
footage” movie.

The Team 
From Al-Hisbah

The three videographers should be the !rst pregener-
ated characters assigned, with the security and demoli-
tion team assigned if there are more than three players. 
Timur Alimsultanov and Faisal bin Salman are meant 
to be NPCs, but if there are enough players, they too 
can become player characters.

QAZIM ADEMI:�"�%VUDI�GPSFJHO�¾HIUFS��)F�IFMQT�

"STIBE�BOE�(zLIBO�XIJMF�TBZJOH�TOJEF�UIJOHT�

CFIJOE�(zLIBOµT�CBDL�

TIMUR ALIMSULTANOV: A crippled, fortyish 

$IFDIFO�TNBMM�VOJU�DPNNBOEFS�BOE�FY-

QMPTJWFT�FYQFSU��)F�JT�OPX�BTTJHOFE�UP�

"M�)JTCBI��)F�LFFQT�UIF�PUIFST�GPDVTFE�PO�

their assignment.

ELAM SOUFIANE BOUMEFTAH: "�#FMHJBO�GPSFJHO�¾HIU-

FS��)F�MPPLT�MJLF�UIF�5FSNJOBUPS�BOE�TDPMET�

everyone for their language and morals. 

KHALED HADJ IBRAHIM: "�'SFODI�GPSFJHO�¾HIUFS��

)F�SFTFOUT�CFJOH�TJEFMJOFE�XIFO�UIFSFµT�

SFBM�¾HIUJOH�UP�CF�EPOF�

"-&/�*4-".07*ù� "�%BOJTI�GPSFJHO�¾HIUFS��)F�

IFSP�XPSTIJQT�5JNVS�BT�B�²SFBM�HIB[J�³�

He wants to impress Timur so he can get 

into combat. 

GÖKHAN KIRDAR: "O�"VTUSBMJBO�GPSFJHO�¾HIU-

FS��)F�UIJOLT�IFµT�B�KJIBEJ�SPDL�TUBS��)F�

UIJOLT�IFµT�*4*-µT�5VQBD�4IBLVS�POMZ�

(zLIBO�XPOµU�HFU�LJMMFE�

ARSHAD MEHMOOD: "�#SJUJTI�GPSFJHO�¾HIUFS��)F�

SVOT�UIF�DBNFSB�BOE�JT�KFBMPVT�UIBU�(zLIBO�

gets to be in front of it. 

FAISAL BIN-SALMAN: A twenty-something Gulf-Ar-

BC�KJIBEJ�²XBS�UPVSJTU�³�)F�EFNPOTUSBUFT�

sadistic glee at the suffering of others 

and is actively a bully. Ultimately, his 

purpose is to be sure that someone is fool-

IBSEZ�FOPVHI�UP�PQFO�UIF�5ISPOF�PG�#MPPE�

and release the Father of War.
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QAZIM ADEMI
%BCJR�¾MNNBLFS��:PV�IFMQ�"STIBE�BOE�(zLIBO�BOE�TBZ�TOJEF�UIJOHT�CFIJOE�(zLIBO

µT�CBDL��

Background
:PV�BSF�B�%VUDI�GPSFJHO�¾HIUFS��:PVS�OBUJWF�MBOHVBHF�JT�%VUDI��:PVS�MJGF�JO�U

IF�/FUI-

FSMBOET�XBT�NJOE�OVNCJOHMZ�CPSJOH��/PUIJOH�JNQPSUBOU�FWFS�IBQQFOFE��:PVS�PXO�
MJGF�

promised to be as safe, bland, and irrelevant as those of your parents and ol
der sib-

lings. Their watered-down Islam may as well have been atheism. 

+JIBE±IFMQJOH�UP�CVJME�UIF�$BMJQIBUFà±XBT�UIF�¾STU�UIJOH�UP�QSPNJTF�B�MJGF�PG
�SFBM�

NFBOJOH��"�DIBODF�UP�NBLF�B�EJGGFSFODF��"�DIBODF�UP�NBLF�IJTUPSZ��*U�XPVME�CF
�B�¾HIU�

and you would be surrounded by enemies, but you would stand with people who b
elieved.

"GUFS�B�GFX�XFFLT�XJUI�"M�)JTCBI�UIF�SFMJHJPVT�QPMJDF�UIF�$BMJQIBUF�QVU�ZPV
�UP�

XPSL�BT�B�WFIJDMF�NFDIBOJD�TJODF�ZPVS�JOBCJMJUZ�UP�VOEFSTUBOE�"SBCJD�QSPWFE�
B�GBS�

EFFQFS�MJBCJMJUZ�UIBO�ZPV�FYQFDUFE��-VDLJMZ�ZPV�IBE�TPNF�FYQFSJFODF�XJUI�DPN
QVUFST�

BOE�TPDJBM�NFEJB��:PV�¾OBMMZ�HPU�BTTJHOFE�UP�XPSL�XJUI�"STIBE�BOE�(zLIBO�NBLJ
OH�EPDV-

NFOUBSJFT�BOE�SFDSVJUNFOU�WJEFPT�GPS�%BCJR�*4*-µT�POMJOF�NBHB[JOF��5IBU�HJH�
IBT�CFFO�

going on for about three months now.

1SJWBUFMZ�ZPV�IBWF�CFHVO�UP�HFU�B�CJU�RVFBTZ�BCPVU�BMM�UIF�²JOWFOUJWF³�QVCMJ
D�

FYFDVUJPOT�ZPV�IBWF�IBE�UP�EPDVNFOU��:PV�BSF�CFHJOOJOH�UP�XPSSZ�UIBU�ZPV�BSF�
PO�UIF�

XSPOH�TJEF�PG�UIF�IJTUPSZ�UIBU�ZPV�BSF�NBLJOH��#VU�ZPV�IBWF�OP�JEFB�IPX�ZPV�D
PVME�HFU�

PVU��"OE�UIF�DPOTFRVFODFT�PG�EFTFSUJPO �8FMM�ZPVµWF�TFFO�UIPTF�

Serving ISIL
:PV�BSF�BO�*4*-�GPSFJHO�¾HIUFS�TIPSU�PO�DPNCBU�TLJMMT�CVU�MPOH�PO�CFJOH�GPSF

JHO��:PV�

IBWF�POMZ�SFDFOUMZ�BSSJWFE�JO�*4*-��:PVS�¾STU�EVUJFT�XFSF�XJUI�"M�)JTCBI�UIF
�SFMJ-

HJPVT�QPMJDF��:PV�IBOEFE�PVU�¾OFT�GPS�WJPMBUJPOT�PG�*4*-µT�NBTTJWF�MJTU�PG�QS
PTDSJCFE�

BDUT�GSPN�TNPLJOH�UP�JOBEFRVBUF�CFBSE�MFOHUI�UP�BMMPXJOH�GFNBMF�GBNJMZ�NFNCF
ST�PVU�

XJUIPVU�FTDPSUT��:PV�IBE�UP�BENJOJTUFS�CFBUJOHT�UP�SFQFBU�PGGFOEFST��8PSTF�PG
GFOT-

FT�XFSF�HJWFO�UIF�EFBUI�QFOBMUZ��5IBU�XBTOµU�PO�ZPV�PG�DPVSTF�CVU�NPSF�FYQF
SJ-

FODFE�¾HIUFST�

:PV�LOPX�FOPVHI�UP�CF�XBSZ�PG�FWFSZPOF�BSPVOE�ZPV��"OPOZNPVT�EFOPVODFNFOUT�DB
O�

FBTJMZ�MFBE�UP�JNQSJTPONFOU�UPSUVSF�BOE�FYFDVUJPO�XJUIPVU�FWFS�LOPXJOH�UIF�
DIBSHF�

or your accusers.
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ELAM SOUFIANE BOUMEFTAH
$POTUSVDUJPO�XPSLFS��:PV�MPPL�MJLF�UIF�5FSNJOBUPS�BOE�TDPME�FWFSZPOF�GPS�UIFJS�MBO-
guage and morals.

Background
:PV�BSF�B�#FMHJBO�GPSFJHO�¾HIUFS�GSPN�"OUXFSQ��:PVS�QBSFOUT�DBNF�GSPN�.PSPDDP�CVU�ZPVS�
OBUJWF�MBOHVBHF�JT�'SFODI��:PV�XFSF�BO�BNBUFVS�DPNQFUJUJWF�XFJHIUMJGUFS�XIP�GPMMPXFE�B�
NBSUZSFE�GSJFOE�"MJ�JOUP�KJIBE�BGUFS�GPMMPXJOH�IJT�TUPSZ�PO�TPDJBM�NFEJB��:PV�MFGU�
family behind, but they praised your decision. 

:PV�XFSF�JODMVEFE�PO�UIJT�NJTTJPO�CFDBVTF�ZPV�VTFE�UP�XPSL�DPOTUSVDUJPO�BOE�DBO�PQFS-
BUF�TPNF�PG�UIF�OFDFTTBSZ�FRVJQNFOU�BOE�CFDBVTF�ZPV�BSF�B�¾HIUFS�QIZTJDBMMZ�BHHSFTTJWF�
always ready for a scrape. 

6OMJLF�NPTU�PG�UIFN�ZPV�IBWF�TFFO�SFBM�DPNCBU��5IFSF�XBT�B�SBJE�CZ�,VSEJTI�:1(�
¾HIUFST�PO�UIF�CPSEFS�UPXO�XIFSF�ZPV�BOE�B�HSPVQ�PG�SFDSVJUT�XFSF�CFJOH�CSPVHIU�JOUP�
Syria. During the raid you grabbed an AK from a fallen martyr and fought. With your help, 
UIF�HPEMFTT�DPNNVOJTUT�XFSF�ESJWFO�CBDL��*U�XBT�UIF�QSPVEFTU�NPNFOU�PG�ZPVS�MJGF�

:PVS�EFDJTJPO�UP�KPJO�UIF�KJIBE�XBT�UIF�¾STU�UJNF�TJODF�ZPV�XFSF�B�DIJME�UIBU�ZPV�
GFMU�ZPVS�QBSFOUTµ�VOSFTFSWFE�BQQSPWBM��:PV�BSF�UFSSJ¾FE�PG�EJTBQQPJOUJOH�UIFN��:PVS�
QBSFOUT�UBVHIU�ZPV�UIBU�NPSBMT�BSF�FWFSZUIJOH��4PNF�GPSFJHO�¾HIUFST�UIJOL�UIBU�CF-
ing assigned to Al-Hisbah, the religious police, is a waste or a punishment, but you 
LOPX�CFUUFS��

:PV�LOPX�GSPN�QFSTPOBM�FYQFSJFODF�UIF�DPOTUBOU�UFNQUBUJPOT�UIBU�NFO�GBDF�FWFO�XIFO�
TVSSPVOEFE�POMZ�CZ�PUIFS�NFO��&TQFDJBMMZ�UIFO��3JHJEMZ�GPMMPXJOH�UIF�MBX�JT�UIF�POMZ�XBZ�
UP�DPOUSPM�VSHFT�BOE�UFNQUBUJPOT�UIBU�DPVME�EFTUSPZ�ZPV��:PV�NVTU�VTF�UIF�CBUUMF�XJUI�
those desires to hone yourself into a perfectly disciplined warrior. That is, indeed, 
FWFSZ�NBOµT�PCMJHBUJPO��"M�)JTCBI�HJWFT�ZPV�UIF�DIBODF�UP�TIPX�UIFN�BOE�TBWF�UIFN��

:PV�BSF�UIF�¾HIUFS�NPTU�MJLFMZ�UP�TDPME�UIF�PUIFST�GPS�USBOTHSFTTJPOT�PG�*TMBNJD�
SVMFT�PG�CFIBWJPS��:PV�BSF�BMXBZT�¾STU�UP�JOTJTU�PO�TUPQQJOH�GPS�UIF�¾WF�EBJMZ�QSBZFST�
at dawn, noon, afternoon, sunset, and night.

Serving ISIL
:PV�BSF�BO�*4*-�GPSFJHO�¾HIUFS�TIPSU�PO�DPNCBU�TLJMMT�CVU�MPOH�PO�CFJOH�GPSFJHO��:PV�
IBWF�POMZ�SFDFOUMZ�BSSJWFE�JO�*4*-��:PVS�¾STU�EVUJFT�XFSF�XJUI�"M�)JTCBI�UIF�SFMJHJPVT�
QPMJDF��:PV�IBOEFE�PVU�¾OFT�GPS�WJPMBUJPOT�PG�*4*-µT�NBTTJWF�MJTU�PG�QSPTDSJCFE�BDUT�
GSPN�TNPLJOH�UP�JOBEFRVBUF�CFBSE�MFOHUI�UP�BMMPXJOH�GFNBMF�GBNJMZ�NFNCFST�PVU�XJUIPVU�
FTDPSUT��:PV�IBE�UP�BENJOJTUFS�CFBUJOHT�UP�SFQFBU�PGGFOEFST��8PSTF�PGGFOTFT�XFSF�HJWFO�
UIF�EFBUI�QFOBMUZ��5IBU�XBTOµU�PO�ZPV�PG�DPVSTF�CVU�NPSF�FYQFSJFODFE�¾HIUFST�

:PV�LOPX�FOPVHI�UP�CF�XBSZ�PG�FWFSZPOF�BSPVOE�ZPV��"OPOZNPVT�EFOPVODFNFOUT�DBO�FBT-
JMZ�MFBE�UP�JNQSJTPONFOU�UPSUVSF�BOE�FYFDVUJPO�XJUIPVU�FWFS�LOPXJOH�UIF�DIBSHF�PS�
your accusers.
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KHALED HADJ IBRAHIM
$POTUSVDUJPO�XPSLFS��:PV�SFTFOU�CFJOH�TJEFMJOFE�XIFO�UIFSF’T�SFBM�¾HIUJOH�UP�CF�EPOF�

Background
:PV�BSF�BO�"MHFSJBO�EFTDFOEFE�GPSFJHO�¾HIUFS�GSPN�1BSJT��:PVS�OBUJWF�MBOHVBHF�JT�

'SFODI�CVU�ZPV�TQFBL�¿VFOU�"SBCJD�BOE�&OHMJTI��:PV�DBNF�UP�UIF�$BMJQIBUF�CFDBVTF�PG�ZPVS�
family. They have no interest in Islam, at least not the Islam of ISIL. They want only 
UP�BTTJNJMBUF�XJUI�'SFODI�TPDJFUZ�BOE�NBLF�NPOFZ��

8IFO�ZPV�MFGU�TDIPPM�CFDBVTF�JU�XBT�UPP�FYQFOTJWF�BOE�ZPVS�HSBEFT�XFSF�UPP�QPPS�ZPVS�
GBNJMZ�EJTBQQSPWFE��8IFO�ZPV�UPPL�IPOFTU�XPSL�PO�B�DPOTUSVDUJPO�TJUF�UIFZ�EJTBQQSPWFE��
8IFO�ZPV�SBO�PVU�PG�NPOFZ�BOE�IBE�UP�CPSSPX�UP�NBLF�FOET�NFFU�UIFZ�EJTBQQSPWFE�NPTU�PG�
BMM��.FBOXIJMF�UIF�'SFODI�IBUFE�ZPV�GPS�ZPVS�GBJUI�BOE�ZPVS�"MHFSJBO�CBDLHSPVOE��:PV�
HPU�JOUP�¾HIUT�DPOTUBOUMZ�BOE�ZPVS�GBNJMZ�BOE�UIF�DPQT�BMXBZT�CMBNFE�ZPV��

8IFO�ZPV�TUBSUFE�QBZJOH�BUUFOUJPO�UP�UIF�NJTTJPO�PG�UIF�*TMBNJD�4UBUF�UIJOHT�¾OBM-
MZ�TUBSUFE�UP�NBLF�TFOTF��5IFSF�XBT�B�¾HIU�XPSUI�IBWJOH��5IFSF�XBT�B�QMBDF�ZPV�XPVME�
CF�XFMDPNFE�BOE�XIFSF�OPCPEZ�XPVME�DBSF�BCPVU�NPOFZ��*U�XBT�OPU�SBEJDBMJ[BUJPO�JU�
was revelation.

:PVS�MJGF�JO�UIF�*TMBNJD�4UBUF�IBT�OPU�RVJUF�MJWFE�VQ�UP�ZPVS�IPQFT��5IF�HPWFSONFOU�
TQFOET�NPSF�UJNF�TDPMEJOH�BOE�BCVTJOH�ZPVS�GFMMPX�4VOOJT�UIBO�¾HIUJOH�UIF�"TTBE�HPWFSO-
NFOU�UIF�*SBOJBOT�PS�PUIFS�4IJJUFT��"OE�JU�IBT�USFBUFE�ZPV�BT�UIPVHI�ZPV�BSF�OFYU�UP�
VTFMFTT��:PV�SFDFJWFE�POMZ�UIF�CBSFTU�NJMJUBSZ�USBJOJOH�BOE�IBWF�TFFO�OP�DPNCBU��*O-
TUFBE�UIFZ�QVU�ZPV�JO�"M�)JTCBI�UIF�OFYU�UP�VTFMFTT�“SFMJHJPO�QPMJDF�³�*U’s almost as 
JG�*4*-�EPFT�OPU�USVTU�JUT�GPSFJHO�SFDSVJUT��.FBOXIJMF�UIF�KFSLT�XIP�EJE�B�TUJOU�XJUI�
the French Army go right into the action. How is that fair? Joining a crusader army 
TIPVME�CF�USFBTPOà

:PV�XFSF�BTTJHOFE�UP�UIJT�NJTTJPO�CFDBVTF�ZPV�LOPX�IPX�UP�PQFSBUF�DPOTUSVDUJPO�
FRVJQNFOU��:PVµMM�EP�XIBUFWFS�5JNVS�UFMMT�ZPV�UP�EP�CVU�ZPV�XPVME�SBUIFS�CF�TNPLJOH�
and complaining— 

despite both activities being offenses against the state, punishable by the lash.

Serving ISIL
:PV�BSF�BO�*4*-�GPSFJHO�¾HIUFS�TIPSU�PO�DPNCBU�TLJMMT�CVU�MPOH�PO�CFJOH�GPSFJHO��:PV�
IBWF�POMZ�SFDFOUMZ�BSSJWFE�JO�*4*-��:PVS�¾STU�EVUJFT�XFSF�XJUI�"M�)JTCBI�UIF�SFMJHJPVT�
QPMJDF��:PV�IBOEFE�PVU�¾OFT�GPS�WJPMBUJPOT�PG�*4*-µT�NBTTJWF�MJTU�PG�QSPTDSJCFE�BDUT�
GSPN�TNPLJOH�UP�JOBEFRVBUF�CFBSE�MFOHUI�UP�BMMPXJOH�GFNBMF�GBNJMZ�NFNCFST�PVU�XJUIPVU�
FTDPSUT��:PV�IBE�UP�BENJOJTUFS�CFBUJOHT�UP�SFQFBU�PGGFOEFST��8PSTF�PGGFOTFT�XFSF�HJWFO�
UIF�EFBUI�QFOBMUZ��5IBU�XBTOµU�PO�ZPV�PG�DPVSTF�CVU�NPSF�FYQFSJFODFE�¾HIUFST�

:PV�LOPX�FOPVHI�UP�CF�XBSZ�PG�FWFSZPOF�BSPVOE�ZPV��"OPOZNPVT�EFOPVODFNFOUT�DBO�FBT-
JMZ�MFBE�UP�JNQSJTPONFOU�UPSUVSF�BOE�FYFDVUJPO�XJUIPVU�FWFS�LOPXJOH�UIF�DIBSHF�PS�
your accusers.
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ALEN ISLAMOVIC
$POTUSVDUJPO�XPSLFS��:PV�XBOU�UP�JNQSFTT�5JNVS�"MJNTVMUBOPW�TP�ZPV�DBO�HFU�JOUP�DPNCBU��:PV�XBOU�UP�CF “real�HIB[J³�B�SFTQFDUFE�XBSSJPS�MJLF�IJN�

Background
:PV�BSF�B�%BOJTI�GPSFJHO�¾HIUFS��:PVS�.VTMJN�QBSFOUT�¿FE�4BSBKFWP�EVSJOH�UIF�#BMLBO�8BST�PG�UIF�����T�CFGPSF�ZPV�XFSF�CPSO��5IFZ�EJE�OPU�FODPVSBHF�ZPV�UP�MFBSO�#PTOJBO�TP�ZPVS�TFDPOE�MBOHVBHF�BGUFS�%BOJTI�JT�&OHMJTI��&WFO�TP�ZPVS�JOBCJMJUZ�UP�BTTJNJMBUF�MFGU�ZPV�bitter and resentful.

(SBG¾UJ�IBT�BMXBZT�QSPWJEFE�BO�PVUMFU�CVU�JODSFBTJOHMZ�WJPMFOU�*TMBNJD�SBEJDBMJTN�provided a place where you felt you belonged, and a source of meaning and structure. 4PDJBM�NFEJB�JOUSPEVDFE�ZPV�UP�B�XPSME�PG�SJHIUFPVT�XBSSJPST�¾HIUJOH�BHBJOTU�HFOPDJEF�by the West. 
:PV�UVSOFE�VQ�JO�.PTVM�XJUI�OP�DPNCBU�TLJMMT�BOE�MJUUMF�VOEFSTUBOEJOH�PG�UIF�DPO-¿JDUT�JO�4ZSJB�BOE�*SBR�CVU�*4*-�BTTJHOFE�ZPV�UP�"M�)JTCBI�UIF�SFMJHJPVT�QPMJDF��5IJT�RVJDLMZ�NBEF�ZPV�GFFM�UIBU�NPTU�GPSFJHO�¾HIUFST�BSF�OPU�USVTUFE�UP�EP�BOZUIJOH�JNQPSU-BOU��5IF�*TMBNJD�4UBUF�JT�KVTU�MJLF�ZPVS�QBSFOUT�JO�UIBU�SFHBSE��:PV�BSF�PO�UPEBZ’T�NJTTJPO�CFDBVTF�ZPV�XPSLFE�BT�B�DPOTUSVDUJPO�XPSLFS�JO�$PQFOIBHFO�BOE�LOPX�IPX�UP�IBOEMF�UIF�CBDLIPF��:PVµMM�UFMM�BOZPOF�XIPµMM�MJTUFO�UIBU�ZPVµE�SBUIFS�be in combat.
6OGPSUVOBUFMZ�ZPV�IBWF�OFWFS�TFFO�DPNCBU��:PV�TFDSFUMZ�XPSSZ�UIBU�ZPV�NJHIU�CF�JO�GPS�BO�FZF�PQFOJOH�TVSQSJTF�VOMFTT�ZPV�HFU�ZPVS�FZFT�DMPTFE�QFSNBOFOUMZ�¾STU��"T�SFTFOUGVM�BT�ZPV�BSF�BCPVU�CFJOH�QMBDFE�PO�²IBMM�NPOJUPS�EVUZ³�ZPV�BSF�HMBE�UP�IBWF�NFU�5JNVS�"MJNTVMUBOPW��6OMJLF�PUIFS�PG¾DJBMT�5JNVS�JTO’t condescending. He fought JO�#PTOJB�BOE�SFNFNCFSFE�ZPVS�QBSFOUTµ�WJMMBHF�PS�BU�MFBTU�JUT�SVJOT��)F�IBT�CFFO�UBL-JOH�UIF�UJNF�UP�UFBDI�ZPV�IPX�UP�NBLF�BOE�VTF�FYQMPTJWFT��5JNVS�USFBUT�ZPV�MJLF�BO�BEVMU�and you worship him for it.

Serving ISIL
:PV�BSF�BO�*4*-�GPSFJHO�¾HIUFS�TIPSU�PO�DPNCBU�TLJMMT�CVU�MPOH�PO�CFJOH�GPSFJHO��:PV�IBWF�POMZ�SFDFOUMZ�BSSJWFE�JO�*4*-��:PVS�¾STU�EVUJFT�XFSF�XJUI�"M�)JTCBI�UIF�SFMJHJPVT�QPMJDF��:PV�IBOEFE�PVU�¾OFT�GPS�WJPMBUJPOT�PG�*4*-µT�NBTTJWF�MJTU�PG�QSPTDSJCFE�BDUT�GSPN�TNPLJOH�UP�JOBEFRVBUF�CFBSE�MFOHUI�UP�BMMPXJOH�GFNBMF�GBNJMZ�NFNCFST�PVU�XJUIPVU�FTDPSUT��:PV�IBE�UP�BENJOJTUFS�CFBUJOHT�UP�SFQFBU�PGGFOEFST��8PSTF�PGGFOTFT�XFSF�HJWFO�UIF�EFBUI�QFOBMUZ��5IBU�XBTOµU�PO�ZPV�PG�DPVSTF�CVU�NPSF�FYQFSJFODFE�¾HIUFST�:PV�LOPX�FOPVHI�UP�CF�XBSZ�PG�FWFSZPOF�BSPVOE�ZPV��"OPOZNPVT�EFOPVODFNFOUT�DBO�FBT-JMZ�MFBE�UP�JNQSJTPONFOU�UPSUVSF�BOE�FYFDVUJPO�XJUIPVU�FWFS�LOPXJOH�UIF�DIBSHF�PS�your accusers.

'
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GÖKHAN KIRDAR
%BCJR�WJEFP�QFSGPSNFS��:PV�BSF�B�KJIBEJ�SPDL�TUBS��:PVµSF�MJLF�*4*-µT�5VQBD�4IBLVS�

POMZ�ZPV�XPOµU�HFU�LJMMFE�

Background
:PV�BSF�BO�"VTUSBMJBO�GPSFJHO�¾HIUFS�CPSO�UP�5VSLJTI�JNNJHSBOUT��:PVS�OBUJWF�MBO-

HVBHF�JT�&OHMJTI�CVU�ZPV�TQPLF�TPNF�5VSLJTI�BU�IPNF��:PV�IBWF�BMXBZT�CFFO�HPPE�MPPLJOH�

charming, and popular, and you are destined to be a star. If anyone has any doubts, 

TIPX�UIFN�IPX�XFMM�ZPV�BSF�USFOEJOH�PO�4OBQDIBU�BOE�7JOFà�

#BDL�JO�"VTUSBMJB�QSFKVEJDF�BHBJOTU�JNNJHSBOUT�EJE�JUT�CFTU�UP�JOUFSSVQU�ZPVS�EFT-

UJOZ��:PV�XFSF�PO�ZPVS�XBZ�UP�CFDPNJOH�B�QPQ�TUBS�UIBOLT�UP�UIF�NBHJD�PG�"VUPUVOF�BOE�

your natural charisma and dance moves, but all the agents and producers refused you 

BOE�ZPVS�WJEFPT�XFSF�TXBSNFE�XJUI�SBDJTU�USPMMT��#VU�ZPVS�VODMF�&NSF�VOEFSTUPPE��)F�

TBX�ZPVS�UBMFOU��"OE�IF�LOFX�XIFSF�JU�XBT�OFFEFE��)F�DPOWJODFE�ZPV�UP�KPJO�UIF�¾HIU�

for your people.

�/PX�UIBU�ZPV�BSF�JO�UIF�$BMJQIBUF�ZPV�BSF�B�TUBS��:PV�XFSF�RVJDLMZ�NBUDIFE�VQ�

XJUI�"STIBE�BOE�2BTJN�BOE�GPS�UIF�MBTU�UISFF�NPOUIT�ZPVµWF�CFFO�SFDPSEJOH�GPS�UIF�

POMJOF�SFDSVJUJOH�NBHB[JOF�%BCJR��:PVS�WJEFPT�CSJOH�¾HIUFST�GSPN�BSPVOE�UIF�XPSME��*G�

ZPV�UIJOL�BCPVU�JU�UIBU�NBLFT�ZPV�UIF�HSFBUFTU�¾HIUFS�PG�BMM�FWFO�JG�ZPV�OFWFS�¾SF�

B�TIPUà�*G�ZPV�LFFQ�UIJT�VQ�UIF�XIPMF�XPSME�XJMM�BMXBZT�SFNFNCFS�ZPV�BT�UIF�QVCMJD�

GBDF�PG�KJIBE�

:PV�IBWF�CFFO�XPSLJOH�XJUI�"STIBE�BOE�2B[JN�GPS�BCPVU�UISFF�NPOUIT��5IFZ�CPUI�MPWF�

XPSLJOH�XJUI�ZPV�BOE�SFBMMZ�BQQSFDJBUF�ZPVS�JOQVU�BOE�JEFBT�

Serving ISIL
:PV�BSF�BO�*4*-�GPSFJHO�¾HIUFS�TIPSU�PO�DPNCBU�TLJMMT�CVU�MPOH�PO�CFJOH�GPSFJHO��:PV�

IBWF�POMZ�SFDFOUMZ�BSSJWFE�JO�*4*-��:PVS�¾STU�EVUJFT�XFSF�XJUI�"M�)JTCBI�UIF�SFMJ-

HJPVT�QPMJDF��:PV�IBOEFE�PVU�¾OFT�GPS�WJPMBUJPOT�PG�*4*-µT�NBTTJWF�MJTU�PG�QSPTDSJCFE�

BDUT�GSPN�TNPLJOH�UP�JOBEFRVBUF�CFBSE�MFOHUI�UP�BMMPXJOH�GFNBMF�GBNJMZ�NFNCFST�PVU�

XJUIPVU�FTDPSUT��:PV�IBE�UP�BENJOJTUFS�CFBUJOHT�UP�SFQFBU�PGGFOEFST��8PSTF�PGGFOT-

FT�XFSF�HJWFO�UIF�EFBUI�QFOBMUZ��5IBU�XBTOµU�PO�ZPV�PG�DPVSTF�CVU�NPSF�FYQFSJ-

FODFE�¾HIUFST�

:PV�LOPX�FOPVHI�UP�CF�XBSZ�PG�FWFSZPOF�BSPVOE�ZPV��"OPOZNPVT�EFOPVODFNFOUT�DBO�

FBTJMZ�MFBE�UP�JNQSJTPONFOU�UPSUVSF�BOE�FYFDVUJPO�XJUIPVU�FWFS�LOPXJOH�UIF�DIBSHF�PS�

your accusers.
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ARSHAD MEHMOOD
%BCJR�¾MNNBLFS��:PV�SVO�UIF�DBNFSB�BOE�BSF�KFBMPVT�UIBU�(zLIBO�HFUT�UP�CF�JO�GSPOU�PG�JU�

Background
:PV�BSF�B�6,�CPSO�¾HIUFS�GSPN�B�1BLJTUBOJ�GBNJMZ��:PVS�OBUJWF�MBOHVBHF�JT�&OHMJTI�CVU�

ZPV�HSFX�VQ�TQFBLJOH�1BTIUVO�BSPVOE�UIF�IPVTF��:PVS�"SBCJD�JT�TUJMM�RVJUF�QPPS��:PV�

BSF�UIF�NPTU�UFDI�TBWWZ�PG�UIF�UFBN�IBWJOH�CVJMU�BOE�SVO�ZPVS�PXO�QSP�KJIBE�XFCTJUFT�

BOE�:PV5VCF�DIBOOFMT�JO�UIF�6,��#VU�DPO¿JDUT�XJUI�ZPVS�QBSFOUT�XFSF�UPP�NVDI�UP�IBOEMF��

5IFJS�WFSTJPO�PG�*TMBN�JT�UPP�TPGU�BOE�GFDLMFTT�UP�FWFS�TBWF�UIF�*TMBNJD�QFPQMF�GSPN�UIF�

UISFBUT�QPTFE�CZ�JNQFSJBMJTU�$SVTBEFST�BOE�+FXT��:PV�ESPQQFE�PVU�PG�DPMMFHF�BOE�SFUSFBUFE�

POMJOF�XIFSF�ZPV�XFSF�GVSUIFS�SBEJDBMJ[FE�

5ISPVHI�JOTUBOU�NFTTBHFT�TPDJBM�NFEJB�QPTUT�BOE�FNBJM�ZPV�NFU�"NFOB�B�KJIBEJ�XJE-

PX�MPPLJOH�GPS�B�IVTCBOE��4IF�FODPVSBHFE�ZPV�UP�DPNF�UP�4ZSJB�BOE�KPJO�UIF�¾HIU�BHBJOTU�

its Alawite Shia-dominated dictatorship. When you reached Iraq, however, your fellow 

¾HIUFST�UPME�ZPV�PG�IFS�NBSUZSEPN�CZ�6�4��CPNCT��*U�IBT�PDDVSSFE�UP�ZPV�UIBU�TIF�NBZ�OFW-

FS�IBWF�FYJTUFE�BU�BMM��

3BUIFS�UIBO�USZ�UP�HP�IPNF�ZPV�TUBZFE�BOE�XFSF�BTTJHOFE�UP�%BCJR�*4*-µT�POMJOF�SF-

DSVJUNFOU�NBHB[JOF��#VU�FWFO�UIBU�QSPWFE�B�EJTBQQPJOUNFOU��:PV�BSF�DMFBSMZ�UIF�CSBJOT�PG�

UIF�PQFSBUJPO�CVU�ZPVS�FEJUPS�QJDLFE�(zLIBO�,ÕSEBS�UP�CF�JO�GSPOU�PG�UIF�DBNFSB��5IBU�

HVZ�JT�BO�FNQUZ�IFBEFE�QPTFS��)F�XBOUT�UP�NBLF�KJIBEJ�NVTJD�WJEFPT�GPS�GVDLµT�TBLFà�)PX�

JT�UIF�XPSME�TVQQPTFE�UP�UBLF�UIF�$BMJQIBUF�TFSJPVTMZ�XIFO�XFµSF�MFBEJOH�XJUI�B�EPXO�VO-

EFS�7BOJMMB�*DF �

:PV�TIBSF�ZPVS�PQJOJPOT�XJUI�OP�POF�CVU�2B[JN�"EFNJ��)F�TFFNT�UP�TIBSF�B�TFOTF�PG�

doubt concerning some of the things the two of you have seen since arriving.

:PV�IBWF�CFFO�XPSLJOH�XJUI�(zLIBO�BOE�2B[JN�GPS�BCPVU�UISFF�NPOUIT�

Serving ISIL
:PV�BSF�BO�*4*-�GPSFJHO�¾HIUFS�TIPSU�PO�DPNCBU�TLJMMT�CVU�MPOH�PO�CFJOH�GPSFJHO��:PV�

IBWF�POMZ�SFDFOUMZ�BSSJWFE�JO�*4*-��:PVS�¾STU�EVUJFT�XFSF�XJUI�"M�)JTCBI�UIF�SFMJHJPVT�

QPMJDF��:PV�IBOEFE�PVU�¾OFT�GPS�WJPMBUJPOT�PG�*4*-µT�NBTTJWF�MJTU�PG�QSPTDSJCFE�BDUT�

GSPN�TNPLJOH�UP�JOBEFRVBUF�CFBSE�MFOHUI�UP�BMMPXJOH�GFNBMF�GBNJMZ�NFNCFST�PVU�XJUIPVU�FT-

DPSUT��:PV�IBE�UP�BENJOJTUFS�CFBUJOHT�UP�SFQFBU�PGGFOEFST��8PSTF�PGGFOTFT�XFSF�HJWFO�UIF�

EFBUI�QFOBMUZ��5IBU�XBTOµU�PO�ZPV�PG�DPVSTF�CVU�NPSF�FYQFSJFODFE�¾HIUFST�

:PV�LOPX�FOPVHI�UP�CF�XBSZ�PG�FWFSZPOF�BSPVOE�ZPV��"OPOZNPVT�EFOPVODFNFOUT�DBO�FBT-

JMZ�MFBE�UP�JNQSJTPONFOU�UPSUVSF�BOE�FYFDVUJPO�XJUIPVU�FWFS�LOPXJOH�UIF�DIBSHF�PS�

your accusers.
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*4*-�#3*&'*/(

The date is 23 MAR 2016. Just
 after early morning prayers,

 your team was brought to 

NFFU�XJUI�UXP�PG¾DJBMT��"MJ�C
JO�)BN[B�GSPN�UIF�POMJOF�NBHB

[JOF�%BCJR�BOE�%BPVE�&M�

Said from Al-Hisbah, the reli
gious police.

5IJT�CSJF¾OH�XBT�OPU�SFDPSEFE
��&M�4BJE�BOHSJMZ�TIVU�EPXO�B

OZ�TVHHFTUJPO�UIBU�JU�

TIPVME�CF��5IFO�IF�UPPL�BXBZ�
BMM�ZPVS�QIPOFT�BOE�OFWFS�HBW

F�UIFN�CBDL��)F�TBJE�UIFZ�

XFSF�OFFEFE�CZ�PUIFS�¾HIUFST�

#JO�)BN[B�CFHBO�UIF�CSJF¾OH�

• :PVS�UISFF�TPDJBM�NFEJB�HVZ
T±"STIBE�2B[JN�BOE�(zLIBO±B

SF�HPJOH�UP�¾MN�BO�BDUJPO�

against a suspected heretic n
amed Tariq Mohammed Rassam. 

• #SPUIFS�3BTTBN�QVSQPSUT�UP�
CF�B�HPPE�4VOOJ�CVU�TPNF�TVT

QFDU�IF�JT�B�$ISJTUJBO�

XIP�TIPVME�QBZ�UIF�EIJNNJ�UBY
�MJLF�BMM�OPO�.VTMJNT�

• 0UIFST�TVTQFDU�IF�JT�4V¾�PS
�FWFO�4IJJUF��*O�UIPTF�DBTFT�

IF�NVTU�CF�USJFE�BOE�

FYFDVUFE�GPS�BQPTUBTZ��

• 5XP�TFSWBOUT�MJWF�XJUI�3BTT
BN�IJT�ESJWFS�BOE�HBSEFOFS�.

BKJE�BM�.VIBOEJT�BOE�IJT�

DPPL�BOE�NBJE�4IBUIB�)BTTPVO�

#JO�)BN[B�UVSOFE�UIF�SFTU�PG�
UIF�CSJF¾OH�PWFS�UP�%BPVE�FM�

4BJE��&M�4BJE�BEEFE�

• #SPUIFS�3BTTBN�PXOFE�B�NBSC
MF�RVBSSZ�BOE�JT�B�GPSNFS�UFB

DIFS�BU�UIF�

University of Mosul.

• %VSJOH�UIF�XBS�XJUI�*SBO�JO
�UIF�����T�#SPUIFS�3BTTBN�XB

T�HSBOUFE�QFSNJTTJPO�UP�

build a bomb shelter beneath 
his house.

• #SPUIFS�3BTTBN�JT�LOPXO�GPS
�IJT�JOUFSFTU�JO�DPMMFDUJOH�B

OUJRVJUJFT�TP�IJT�IPNF�

was previously searched and m
any blasphemous artifacts wer

e found and destroyed. 

He was, however, able to demo
nstrate his devotion to ISIL 

by the signing over 

PXOFSTIJQ�PG�IJT�RVBSSZ�BOE�I
JT�UXP�DBST��3BTTBNµT�NBSCMF�

RVBSSZ�IBT�CFFO�

OBUJPOBMJ[FE�BOE�JT�DVSSFOUMZ
�CFJOH�XPSLFE�CZ�DPOTDSJQUT�

• 4VCTFRVFOU�WJTJUT�UP�3BTTBN
µT�IPNF�EJE�OPU�UVSO�VQ�BOZ�P

QFO�EJTQMBZT�PG�JEPMBUSZ�

PS�BOZ�TJHO�PG�UIF�TIFMUFS��#
SPUIFS�3BTTBN�IBT�ZFU�UP�CF�D

POGSPOUFE�XJUI�UIF�GBDU�

UIBU�IF�GBJMFE�UP�QPJOU�PVU�U
IF�TIFMUFSµT�FYJTUFODF�UP�*4*

-�PG¾DJBMT��

&M�4BJE�JNQBUJFOUMZ�SFGVTFE�U
P�BOTXFS�RVFTUJPOT��)F�HBWF�U

IF�¾HIUFST�UIFJS�PSEFST�

• 1SPDFFE�UP�UIF�IPNF�PG�#SPU
IFS�3BTTBN�BOE�HBJO�BDDFTT�UP

�UIF�CPNC�TIFMUFS��*U�JT�

strongly suspected that Rassa
m is hiding pre-Islamic artif

acts there. Find the 

stash of heretical idolatry. 

• Destroy some of the offendi
ng items for propaganda purpo

ses. Leave the rest to be 

CPYFE�VQ�GPS�MBUFS�EJTQPTBM�C
Z�BOPUIFS�UFBN�GSPN�"M�)JTCBI

�

• Film everything. 

• If possible, the house shoul
d not be damaged in case it h

as some value to ISIL.

• $IBSHF�BOE�BSSFTU�FWFSZPOF�
JO�UIF�IPVTF�XJUI�JEPMBUSZ�BO

E�CSJOH�UIFN�CBDL�UP�

.PTVM��5IFZ�NVTU�CF�CSPVHIU�J
O�BMJWF�GPS�JOUFSSPHBUJPO�US

JBM�BOE�FYFDVUJPO��

Such spectacles are the duty 
and privilege of the state. F

ailure to bring in the 

TVTQFDUT�BMJWF�XJMM�TIPX�UIF�
MJNJUBUJPOT�PG�UIF�UFBN�NFNCF

STµ�VTF�UP�*4*-�FYDFQU�

perhaps in conducting martyrd
om operations as suicide bomb

ers.

• 5JNVS�"MJNTVMUBOPW�B�EJTBC
MFE�XBSSJPS�BOE�FYQMPTJWFT�FY

QFSU�DVSSFOUMZ�TFSWJOH�

non-combat duties, will super
vise the team and handle demo

litions. 

• 5IF�PUIFS�¾HIUFST�XJMM�QSPW
JEF�TFDVSJUZ�BOE�IBOEMF�FYDBW

BUJPO�FRVJQNFOU�



43

// Iconoclasts // // Part 1: A Black Smoke Rising //

Equipment
Besides the personal gear of each Al-Hisbah 
deputy, the team is assigned specialized gear. Let 
the players decide which of them is responsible 
for each item.

 » Paperwork, including an order from an ISIL 
emir granting legal permission to search the 
Rassam premises, as well as a photocopy of 
the 1984 building permit authorizing con-
struction of a bomb shelter on the property.

 » A 1991 Volvo Cabover FE6 Conver Truck, 
with side rails and a canvas top over the 
bed, a trailer hitch, and a fold-down 
gate in the back.

 » A trailer with a Hyundai model H940-4WS 
backhoe-loader chained on it.

 » Plenty of sledgehammers, picks, shovels, 
and crowbars.

 » A pneumatic jackhammer that can be 
run off the truck’s engine or the back-
hoe-loader’s engine. 

 » Four sets of portable "oodlights on tripods, 
each of which can be powered off the truck or 
backhoe-loader.

 » A partial case of dynamite, 24 sticks, with 
detonators and a wire-!red manual exploder.

 » Heavy work gloves and safety goggles. Ear 
protection, hardhats, and "ashlights.

While ISIL has looted the city of Mosul for 
anything they deemed useful, it has been in Mosul 
for nearly two years and supplies aren’t what they 
once were. It takes a few hours to sort all of this 
out. Logistical ef!ciency is not ISIL’s strong suit.

By the time the party is ready to depart, it is 
after mid-day prayers. Timur Alimsultanov rides 
up front while Faisal bin Salman drives. The party 
piles into the back of the truck and starts shooting 
footage with their camera. 
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LIFE IN MOSUL
.PTVM�JT�BO�BODJFOU�.VTMJN�DJUZ�SFTIBQFE�¾STU�CZ�4BEEEBN�)VTTFJO’s ubiquitous concrete con-
struction and now by ISIL’s demented dreams.

.PTVM�IBT�CFFO�EFQPQVMBUFE��#FGPSF�*4*-�UPPL�PWFS�JO������UIF�DJUZ�IBE�B�QPQVMBUJPO�PG�

����NJMMJPO��5PEBZ�KVTU�PWFS��������QFPQMF�SFNBJO��5IF�SFTU�BSF�EFBE�PS�IBWF�¿FE��#VU�XIFO�

UIF�DJUZ�XBT�UBLFO�*4*-�CBSFMZ�¾SFE�B�TIPU��5IF�LJMMJOH�UPPL�QMBDF�JO�BO�PSEFSMZ�GBTIJPO�

after the city surrendered. 

0O�TPNF�CMPDLT�UIFSF�JT�OP�CBUUMF�EBNBHF�UP�CF�TFFO��0UIFST�BSF�JO�SVCCMF�GSPN�6�4��BOE�

*SBRJ�BJSTUSJLFT��

Large portions of the city are silent, with few people in the streets and absolutely 

no unaccompanied women. Women who do emerge are accompanied by male relatives and wear the 

OJRBC�XIJDI�DPWFST�FWFSZUIJOH�CVU�UIF�FZFT��/P�XPNBO�XPSLT�BU�BOZ�KPC�JO�QVCMJD�FYDFQU�B�

GFX�NFNCFST�PG�"M�,IBOTBB�#SJHBEF�B�TNBMM�BMM�GFNBMF�CSBODI�PG�"M�)JTCBI�UBTLFE�XJUI�QVO-

ishing women for moral failings. 

*4*-�HSBG¾UJ�DPWFST�UIF�XBMMT�PG�CVJMEJOHT�FJUIFS�FYIPSUJOH�UIF�QPQVMBDF�UP�HSFBUFS�EF-

votion, or designating buildings as having become the property of ISIL. The call to prayer 

	BEIBO
�DPNFT�¾WF�UJNFT�BOE�EBZ�BOE�JT�TUSJDUMZ�FOGPSDFE�
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City Services
$FMM�QIPOF�OFUXPSLT�IBWF�CFFO�EPXO�TJODF�������5IFSF�JT�OP�NVTJD��5IFSF�JT�OP� 

UFMFWJTJPO��1SJWBUF�TBUFMMJUF�EJTIFT�IBWF�CFFO�SFNPWFE�

Nevertheless, the streets are impeccably clean. Garbage service is run under the 

threat of imprisonment and corporal punishment. There aren’t even cigarette butts on 
UIF�TJEFXBMLT�OPU�UIF�MFBTU�CFDBVTF�*4*-�IBT�EFDMBSFE�TNPLJOH�DJHBSFUUFT�B�¿PHHJOH�

PGGFOTF��0DDBTJPOBMMZ�B�TFWFSFE�IFBE�JT�EJTQMBZFE�BU�BO�FYFDVUJPO�TJUF�XJUI�B�DJHB-

SFUUF�TUVDL�CFUXFFO�JUT�MJQT�UP�ESJWF�IPNF�UIF�QPJOU�BCPVU�SFQFBU�PGGFOEFST�

$PSQPSBM�QVOJTINFOU�NPUJWBUFT�NVDI�PG�UIF�DJUZ’s services. If it is physically 
possible for the water, gas, or electricity to function, then it functions. ISIL has 

UISFBUFOFE�DJUZ�XPSLFST�XJUI�JNQSJTPONFOU�BOE�EFBUI�TIPVME�UIFZ�GBJM�BU�UIFJS�KPCT�

On the Streets
5IF�SBJOZ�TFBTPO�IBT�FOEFE��%VTU�DIVSOFE�VQ�CZ�WFIJDMF�USBG¾D�TUJOHT�UIF�FZFT�BOE�

DPBUT�UIF�OPTUSJMT�EFTQJUF�SPVOE�UIF�DMPDL�TUSFFU�TXFFQJOH�

%SJWJOH�UISPVHI�.PTVM�JT�TMPX��$BS�BOE�USVDL�USBG¾D�JT�MJNJUFE�UP�PG¾DJBM�BOE�

DPNNFSDJBM�QVSQPTFT�CVU�DIFDLQPJOUT�EPU�UIF�DJUZ�FTQFDJBMMZ�PO�CSJEHFT�DSPTTJOH�

UIF�5JHSJT�3JWFS��5IF�CPSFE�ZPVOH�NFO�NBOOJOH�UIFTF�DIFDLQPJOUT�FOUIVTJBTUJDBM-

MZ�¿BVOU�UIFJS�BVUIPSJUZ��%SJWFST�BSF�PGUFO�TFFO�LOFFMJOH�PO�UIF�SPBE�OFYU�UP�UIFJS�

USVDLT�XIJMF�HVONFO�TUSVU�BCPVU�XJUI�",���T�TFBSDIJOH�WFIJDMFT�BOE�FYBNJOJOH�USBWFM�

EPDVNFOUT�GPS�BO�FYDVTF�UP�TUBSU�TIPPUJOH��5IJT�DSFBUFT�USBG¾D�KBNT�

-BSHF�JOUFSTFDUJPOT�QBSUJDVMBSMZ�UIPTF�XJUI�USBG¾D�DJSDMFT�BSF�XIFSF�UIF�SFHJNF�

EJTQMBZT�UIF�CPEJFT�PG�UIPTF�UIFZ�IBWF�FYFDVUFE�GPS�DSJNFT�BHBJOTU�UIF�TUBUF�BOE�(PE��

The bodies are left out for days in the sun. The smell of death in these places is 

ever-present. Heads are often piled separately from the bodies. 

Whole cadavers are left hanging from pedestrian and vehicle overpasses so driv-

ers are forced to see them as they drive beneath. Sometimes the swarming maggots 

drop down onto the cars as they drive beneath the corpses. The dead are guarded 

MFTU�UIF�GBNJMJFT�USZ�UP�UBLF�UIF�CPEJFT�BXBZ�GPS�QSPQFS�*TMBNJD�GVOFSBMT��(VBSEJOH�

UIF�EFBE�JT�OPU�QSFGFSSFE�EVUZ��5IF�TUFODI�PG�EFBUI�PGUFO�LFFQT�UIF�HVBSET�FEHZ�BOE�

short tempered. 
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The Residents
Three people live at the house: Tariq Mohammed 
Rassam, the owner and suspected heretic, surprisingly 
spry at age 93; Majid al-Muhandis, Rassam’s loyal 
driver and gardener, age 62; and Shatha Hassoun, 
Majid al-Muhandis’s grandniece who now serves as 
Rassam’s cook and maid, age 17.

Tariq Mohammed Rassam
Despite his advanced age, Rassam is very hard to rat-
tle. He’s seen a lot of human-authored horror, not to 
mention the unnatural. He does not respond to threats. 
He does not break under torture. He lets the intruders 
torture or kill anyone, even loyal Majid al-Muhandis, 
without giving up the truth of his history and plans. 

Rassam’s goal is to try and get ISIL to leave and 
stay away until the Kurdish smugglers arrive after 
midnight. He cooperates and answers questions in 
the most disarming way that he can muster. Ras-
sam is pious and urbane. He does his damnedest 
not to let these cheap thugs know the contempt he 
feels for them.

Rassam is desperate enough that he might turn 
to the unnatural. He knows a fair number of potent 
rituals. He fears magic. He once used a ritual to expel 
a Yithian and compel the return of the host mind and 
it nearly broke him. Nevertheless, he uses alchemical 
techniques to create gold and increase his vigor and a 
ritual to access the hidden vault beneath his house.

Majid al-Muhandis
Majid al-Muhandis serves as driver, gardener, and 
general factotum for Tariq Rassam. Al-Muhandis runs 
many errands for Rassam, particularly risky ones such 
as smuggling. Elderly, widowed, and with no children 
to look after him, he is extremely loyal to Rassam, 
despite believing that Rassam is a sahir or sorcerer. 
Back in 1964, Rassam performed an exorcism that 
cured Al-Muhandis’s older sister of demon possession. 
Al-Muhandis’s recently deceased wife, Tahiya, was 
also a victim of the unnatural whom Rassam rescued 
from a horrendous fate. Both of them served Rassam 
for nearly four decades and saw him confront and 
overcome the unnatural. Al-Muhandis’s attitude about 
Rassam’s use of sihr or black magic is tempered by 

The House of 
Rassam

As the ISIL team enters Rassam’s property, encourage 
the players to describe recording everything. Later 
they can edit the footage into something more dra-
matic for posting on Dabiq. It is important for the 
ISIL team to record as much as possible of the events 
leading up to the release of the Father of War and the 
ineffectiveness of bullets and explosives against him. It 
is also important that the ISIL team document poten-
tial clues for Delta Green to recover.

At the Gate
It is just after 2:00 p.m. when the party !nds the 
front gate of Brother Rassam’s property. The home is 
located in rolling countryside south of Mosul, within 
sight of the Tigris River. A very old wall made of rocks 
piled about a meter high surrounds the broad property 
along the road. 

The driveway is closed by a rusty iron gate closed 
by a simple bar. There is no lock. The truck and trailer 
can proceed to Rassam’s home along the single-lane 
gravel drive. On either side of the road are apricot 
orchards. Sheds with baskets and ladders are scattered 
throughout the orchards.

A taller wall of newer construction surrounds the 
house, garden and swimming pool. It stands over two 
meters tall and is made of cinder block with broken 
glass cemented along the top, common for well-to-do 
homes in the region. This gate is secured with a chain 
and padlock. 

The !ghters can force the gate with the truck 
bumper or dismount the back-hoe loader and use 
the bulldozer blade. Shooting the lock off is another 
option. However, all they really have to do is honk the 
truck’s horn a few times, which summons the older 
servant, Majid al-Muhandis, to emerge from the house 
and unlock the gate. He offers no resistance.
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a ward. Rassam only permitted it because he felt that 
refusing to allow her to be placed in the house might 
raise more suspicion. Both men were aware that prox-
imity to the Throne of Blood would result in terrible 
dreams. They have attempted to control Hassoun’s 
dreams with drugs Rassam prepared in his laboratory. 
That initially quelled the nightmares. But then Ras-
sam and Al-Muhandis locked Shatha in her room at 
night so that they could attend to the slow business of 
packing up the things that Rassam wanted to get out 
of Iraq, especially his personal journals and notes on 
the Throne of Blood and its probable inhabitant. They 
especially didn’t want her to see Rassam using the 
Clear the Path ritual, where the sand in the swimming 
pool "ows out on its own and stands like the parted 
waters of the Red Sea until Rassam allows them to !ll 
the pool again.

Being locked in her room raised Hassoun’s para-
noia, which was already running double time after 
the murder of her parents by ISIL. She realized that 
Al-Muhandis was putting something in her evening tea, 
and she stopped taking it. The bloody dreams from 
the trapped Father of War began affecting her mind. 
Now she is barely holding onto her sanity. The arrival 
of the ISIL team is enough for her to start denouncing 
her great uncle’s employer as an evil sorcerer.

Before the ISIL team arrives, Hassoun is already 
terri!ed of Rassam. She wants out of the house 
immediately and hopes that the ISIL team will take 
her away. She believes (incorrectly) that Rassam and 
Al-Muhandis already think she is an informant and 
may kill her. She thinks even a jail cell would be safer. 
Given the opportunity, she tries to force her way onto 
the !ghters’ truck before it departs. If they refuse to 
take her, she takes a bike and "ees. Rassam does not 
stop her, but Al-Muhandis begs her to stay, telling her 
she does not understand.

Hassoun "ees by bicycle when the ISIL !ghters re-
lease the Father of War. If any !ghters make it back to 
their truck, they see her in the dark, in her black niqab, 
only with an Alertness roll. If that fails, the truck runs 
her down and only a successful Drive roll prevents the 
truck’s wheels from getting tangled up with the wreck-
age of the bicycle and slowing their escape.

his belief that Rassam is a good man who has taken 
terrible burdens upon his soul to !ght demons and 
Iblis, or Satan.

Majid al-Muhandis is obviously terri!ed of a 
truckload of young men with guns, all foreigners 
demanding entrance to the home. He knows that 
Rassam plans to remove certain items from the vault 
because of the danger of their falling into the hands 
of ISIL. Al-Muhandis does not betray that trust. He 
can take a beating. If threatened with death, he says 
a prayer and takes comfort that he has been a good 
man and a good Muslim. If Rassam is threatened with 
either, Majid offers to take the punishment for Ras-
sam. If Rassam dies, Majid weeps over the corpse and 
refuses to leave him. He intends to wash and wrap the 
old man for burial because Rassam has no family left 
to do it for him.

Threats to Shatha Hassoun terrify Al-Muhandis. 
He does anything to protect her short of betraying 
Rassam. If Shatha denounces Rassam as a sorcerer, 
Majid only begs her to stop, claiming that she is con-
fused and not in command of all the facts. 

If the Father of War is released, Majid does not 
try to run. He knows he is too old and slow. He prays 
loudly until his tongue is too mangled to utter the 
words of the prophet Muhammad. He tries to protect 
Rassam with his body if he can. He is a dutiful servant, 
loyal to the end. 

Shatha Hassoun
Shatha Hassoun is young and attractive beneath her 
niqab, the black garment that reveals only her hands 
and eyes. She is perhaps the most complicated char-
acter at the Rassam household. She is Majid al-Mu-
handis’s grandniece, his older sister’s granddaughter. 
Al-Muhandis’s nephew was her father. Both of her 
parents have been executed by ISIL, !rst her father in 
August 2015 for being a former member of the Mosul 
police, then her mother in February 2016 for blas-
phemy (namely, for refusing to stop openly grieving 
for her husband and remarry an ISIL !ghter). Majid 
al-Muhandis was her closest living male relative, so 
ISIL turned her over to him. 

That was incredibly traumatic for both of them. 
Al-Muhandis was thoroughly unprepared to take on 



48

// Iconoclasts //// Part 1: A Black Smoke Rising //

by the rear gate. He went into the apricot orchard 
and spoke in a language she could not understand 
to things that could not be seen. If the interviewer 
says it sounds like Rassam was talking on a phone, 
Hassoun angrily says she knows what talking on a 
phone sounds like. This was Rassam, the sorcerer, 
giving his devils their commands. She cannot be 
shaken from this conviction. (Rassam was using 
his satellite phone with a headset to talk with the 
Delta Green Outlaws in English.)

 » VANISHINGS: Twice Rassam disappeared for an 
entire day, even though neither bicycle was taken 
and there was no car to take. Al-Muhandis only 
said “the Master is gone.” (Rassam spent the night 
in his vault to study his collection, pack away his 
most important texts and artifacts, and check on 
the Throne of Blood.)

 » THE STOVE: Once, after Rassam had disap-
peared for the day, Hassoun heard the echoes of 
his voice reciting an evil spell coming from the 
vent of the stove. Rassam did not return to the 
house until late at night. (Rassam was in the vault, 
reciting rituals and prayers in the hope of keeping 
the Father of War restrained.)

 » NIGHTMARES: Every night since she began 
staying in the house, Hassoun has had nightmares 
about blood and cutting herself. (This is not com-
pletely correct. It has only been for the last couple 
of weeks, but SAN loss due to the in"uence of the 
Father of War has muddled her thoughts.)

Rassam’s Gambit
Deep in Rassam’s bag of tricks, he has a ritual called 
Geasa, detailed on page XX. When it becomes clear 
that there is no way to persuade the !ghters to leave, 
he eventually gathers his nerves to use it on Timur 
Alimsultanov.

Rassam speaks to Timur in Russian so that no one 
else understands. He commands Timur to leave and 
not to come back until tomorrow. There is no need to 
roll for an NPC affecting an NPC. Unfortunately for 
Rassam, he fails. Timur feels himself !ghting off its 
in"uence. He is !lled with horror as a few SAN slip 
away. He is positive that Rassam tried to “hex” him 

Hassoun’s Warnings
Shatha Hassoun takes any opportunity presented to 
explain, outside Rassam’s hearing, that Rassam is a 
sorcerer and should be arrested at once. She is terri-
!ed of waiting for his vault to be found lest he invoke 
some djinn or cast some spell. 

Take pains to ensure that her statements are 
caught on !lm by the documentation team. Later Del-
ta Green agents should gain access to the information. 
If she doesn’t get a chance to make these accusations 
where Rassam and Majid cannot hear her, she publicly 
accuses Rassam after the old man attempts to use the 
Gaesa ritual on Timur.

Hassoun makes the following accusations:

 » LOCKED UP: She is often locked in her rooms 
at night by the other servant, Majid al-Muhandis. 
It has been every night the last week. (They do 
this any time they need to access the vault or 
work in the lab.)

 » SOUNDS AND SMELLS: When she is locked 
up, she sometimes hears sounds like prayers from 
the “wizard’s workshop,” Rassam’s laboratory in 
Bedroom 4. She smells strange odors the morning 
after. (The sounds and smells are part of Rassam’s 
alchemical rituals.)

 » THE GOLD: She claims to have seen Rassam give 
Al-Muhandis small gold objects like beads when 
Muhandis went out to purchase supplies. (This 
is true. Rassam creates gold via alchemy when-
ever he needs some supplies. He uses a cast he 
previously used to make silver buckshot during 
an incident in the Seventies when he had to kill 
something unnatural.)

 » THE BACKYARD: When she is locked up, she 
sometimes hears weird sounds from the backyard, 
the hiss of a sandstorm followed hours later by a 
loud thump that practically rocks the house. She 
is convinced that Rassam, the sorcerer, summons 
devils there. (That is the sound of the sand leaving 
and later returning to the pool when Rassam 
enters the vault.)

 » RASSAM IN THE ORCHARD: Two nights ago, 
Al-Muhandis forgot to lock her door. Hassoun 
went into the backyard and saw Rassam leaving 
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Searching 
the House

The players decide how or whether they search the 
Rassam home. They should come in with the camera 
recording the event. Beyond that, whether they phys-
ically bully the residents, attempt to psychologically 
intimidate them, or act with the utmost courtesy as 
they smash holes in the walls is up to them. 

The interior "oors, staircases, exterior walls, 
sinks, and countertops of the Rassam home are all 
made from marble supplied from Rassam’s quarry. 
Arabic inlaid mosaics serve as the molding around 
doorways and along the tops of interior walls. Many 
features of the building are inspired by the architec-
ture of mosques. 

or put the “evil eye” on him. He is deeply affected 
by the experience and orders Faisal to guard Rassam 
closely. He also takes everything Shatha Hassoun has 
to say seriously.

If Rassam somehow ends up trapped in the vault 
while the ISIL team is digging down to him or rigging 
the vault door with explosives, he shoots his servant 
Majid, then Shatha, and then himself. If he has no 
pistol, he attempts to provoke one of the ISIL goons 
to kill him so he won’t experience the wrath of the 
Father of War. If Rassam’s pistol has been taken, he 
attempts to give the ISIL goons an excuse to shoot 
him. He grabs the barrel of one of their AKs if his 
hands are free, or just walks away if his hands are tied. 
If completely immobilized, he taunts them with insults 
to their mothers, their manhood, and their piety in the 
hope that one will lose his temper and kill him.
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Hussein-era Minister of State for Antiquities and past 
directors of the Iraq Museum. No photos show him 
hobnobbing with government of!cials after the U.S. 
invasion of 2003.

FAMILY ROOM: Less formal and more comfortable than 
the majlis. Here is where the television and stereo sys-
tem stood before they were taken by of!cials of ISIL.

DINING ROOM: A very formal affair, with a !ne table 
of inlaid wood and a crystal chandelier. Most of the 
furniture is still here. ISIL seized all the silverware and 
china months ago.

BREAKFAST ROOM: A far less formal dining area. It has 
seen plenty of use but is well-cleaned.

KITCHEN: Most modern appliances have been taken but 
the electric oven and refrigerator remain. The refri-
gerator holds a block of ice to help keep the interior 
cool when the power fails. This is the room where the 
maid, Shatha Hassoun, spends most of her time. The 
vent above the oven connects with a vent that rises 
from the vault (described on page XX), though this 
cannot be seen unless the !ghters take the vent apart. 
With no one in the vault, they won’t have a chance to 
hear tell-tale sounds.

GALLERY: This short hallway displayed artifacts in wall 
niches that now stand empty.

LAUNDRY: The washer and dryer have been removed. 
Instead, clothes are hung from lines outside where 
Hassoun works with a washboard, a steel wash bin, 
and a hand-cranked wringer.

STORE: A pantry for dry goods and household supplies.

MAID’S ROOM: Occupied by Shatha Hassoun. A bolt on 
the outside of the door is locked at night to keep her 
from prowling when everyone is asleep. 

DRIVER’S ROOM: Currently unoccupied. It has no 
access to the interior of the house. It holds old gar-
dening supplies.

POOL EQUIPMENT ROOM: A lot of old and unused mainte-
nance tools and chemicals for the swimming pool.

The interiors are very well cleaned, if a bit bare. 
Many valuable items have already been removed from 
the house by of!cials of ISIL. Most interior walls 
include niches with lighting for the display of artifacts. 
All are empty now.

There are electric lights in every room, but with 
power outside Mosul being unreliable, most windows 
are open to let in light and allow the rooms to cool.

Ground Floor
GRAND FOYER: Overhung by a crystal chandelier, this 
white marble room looks out onto the courtyard and 
its graceful Arabic fountain. 

TOILET: Used by guests. No bathtub or shower.

POWDER: A powder room for female guests to adjust 
their make-up. 

GUEST BEDROOM: The quarters of Majid Al-Muhandis. A 
number of feminine touches remain from the presence 
of Al-Muhandis’s wife Tahiya, who died from natural 
causes a couple of months back.

GUEST CLOSET: The only thing of note is that Al-Mu-
handis has not yet given away his wife’s clothing 
and belongings.

GUEST BATH: Complete with bathtub and shower. Still 
has some of Al-Muhandis’s wife’s personal items.

LINEN CLOSET: Towels, sheets, tablecloths.

STORE: Household cleaning supplies. Electrical tools 
such as the "oor polisher and vacuum cleaner were 
long ago taken by ISIL.

MAJLIS: This large salon is !lled with low, curved 
couches with large pillows, set around an equally low, 
wide wooden table with beautiful mosaic inlay. This is 
where guests would be brought to sit, drink tea, and 
discuss business with the head of the household. The 
walls are covered with photos of Rassam’s extended 
family, his graduation from Cambridge in the UK and 
from the Freie Universität Berlin in Germany, Rassam 
at dig sites and with personalities from the world of 
archeology, and Rassam with political !gures like the 
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BEDROOM 1 CLOSET: Now used as storage for some of 
Rassam’s deceased wife’s things.

BEDROOM 2: Converted to a library. Shelves line the 
walls, and a reading desk sits in front of the window 
for natural light. Desk drawers contain reading glasses, 
pens, paper, and envelopes. The books range widely in 
history, poetry, mythology, folklore, archeology, and 
religion. They are written in Arabic, English, French, 
and German. There are translations of manuscripts 
originally in Egyptian hieroglyphs, Demotic Egyptian, 
Babylonian, Akkadian, Latin, Ancient Greek, Turkish, 
Classical Arabic, Linear A & B, and Sanskrit. An-
tique travelers’ journals describe the point of view of 
outsiders travelling to Mesopotamia in the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries. There are copies of the Quran 
from as far apart as Java and Tunisia. No tomes refer 
directly to the unnatural. Nevertheless, much shelf 
space is free due to previous visits by ISIL of!cials. 
Many books were taken away as improper or “not in 
agreement with the Quran.”

BEDROOM 2 BATH: As advertised.

BEDROOM 3: Very much like the library in bedroom two, 
except this room is for periodicals. The bookshelves 
are !lled with issues of magazines and journals on ar-
cheology and anthropology in half a dozen languages, 
dating back to the 1950s.

BEDROOM 3 BATH: As advertised.

BEDROOM 4: Rassam’s laboratory. This room appears to 
have been set up as a chemistry lab. There are Bunsen 
burners, Erlenmeyer "asks, beakers, pipettes, and lab-
oratory glass of all shapes and sizes. Cabinets are !lled 
with jars of various substances, some of them quite 
toxic. There is personal protection gear: gloves, lab 
coats, goggles, and respirators. Here is where Rassam 
ritually transmuted base elements into the gold with 
which he bribed ISIL of!cials, paid Kurdish smugglers, 
and bought black-market goods. A number of occult 
items necessary for these rituals are stored in the vault. 
He brings them here when it is time to work. A suc-
cessful Search roll in the laboratory turns up residue 
of gold dust in some of the crucibles, on the tables, 
and in an iron cast originally used to create 00 buck 

TWO-CAR GARAGE: Empty. Both vehicles have been 
requisitioned by ISIL, along with batteries, tires, patch 
kits, and engine oil. There is a pair of bicycles here 
now, plus extra tires, tubes, and a manual air pump. 
A garage wall holds the house fuse box, hooked up 
to portable generator for blackouts. A jury-rigged 
exhaust system vents carbon monoxide. The water 
heater is here, too, along with the pump that draws 
from the local aquifer and !lls the tank on the roof.

Upstairs
UPPER GALLERY: Much like the gallery and the foyer on 
the ground "oor, this curved hall looks out onto the 
courtyard while the opposite wall contains empty 
display niches.

ROOF ACCESS: A ladder leads up to a bolted roof hatch. 
From there the satellite dish could be adjusted if it 
had not been taken by ISIL. The air conditioning unit 
is still up there, along with a gravity water tank and 
some old TV antennas that are no longer in use.

MASTER SUITE: This is Rassam’s bedroom. It is a practical 
sleeping place for an old man who moves quite slowly. 
There are pictures of his wife and a few of her gifts 
to him, and even her old letters in a drawer. A very 
!ne leather-bound copy of the Quran sits on a table 
next to the bed.

MASTER BALCONY: Accessible only from the master suite, 
this is where Rassam would lay out a prayer mat any-
time he would be required to go through his mostly 
empty motions of the call to prayers. A prayer mat is 
rolled up on the balcony.

MASTER BATHROOM: A well-apportioned bathroom 
with handicapped access bars for getting in and 
out of the tub.

MASTER CLOSET: Rassam’s daily wear is simple tradi-
tional Iraqi dress, but tucked away in the back are 
decades-old Italian business suits and archeologi-
cal !eld gear.

BEDROOM 1: This bedroom is left furnished but unoccu-
pied in the unlikely event of guests.

BEDROOM 1 BATH: As advertised.



52

// Iconoclasts //// Part 1: A Black Smoke Rising //

or logs. Wetting the sand goes a long way towards 
preventing it from "owing back. That reduces the time 
it takes to clear the entrance to three hours.

Beneath the sand, the bottom of the pool is !lled 
with beautiful mosaics.

The Vault
A false wall at the bottom of the deep end of the pool 
conceals a shallow concrete alcove. At the end of the 
alcove is a pressure-door salvaged from a ship in the 
port of Basra. The alcove is wide enough for the pres-
sure door to swing outward without blocking passage. 
A wheel valve in the door turns to open it. 

Rassam accesses the vault using the ritual Clear 
the Path, which causes the sand to slide aside and 
reveal the entrance. Before the sand, he used the same 
ritual to part the water.

Beyond the water-tight door, the concrete passage 
makes an immediate left turn towards the house and 
opens to an octagonal room, 10 meters across, !lled 
with Babylonian and Assyrian artifacts.

The vault is located more or less directly beneath 
the kitchen. An air vent in the ceiling of the vault 
connects to the oven’s vent above. That may allow the 
Father of War to get from the vault to the house while 
avoiding direct sunlight.

If the team decides to use jackhammers and 
crowbars to dig down into the chamber or the passage 
from the kitchen through the house’s foundation, 
Timur reminds the ISIL team that their orders are to 
refrain from damaging the house. It takes 16 hours to 
cut a man-size hole through the concrete and to use an 
oxyacetylene torch to cut through the steel rebar that 
reinforces the concrete.

At a glance, intruders take in the contents 
of the chamber:

 » A two-meter iron cage is bolted into the concrete 
"oor in the middle of the room. It holds a large 
bronze amphora.

 » Shelves and bookcases covering the walls hold 
ancient statues, clay tablets, and hand-bound, 
handwritten books.

 » Ten wooden cases the size of footlockers.
 » A workbench with lamps and an open journal.
 » A rolling of!ce chair.

shot. Not being metallurgists or geologists, the !ghters 
can only guess at the dust’s nature. Rassam claims the 
laboratory is for analyzing geological samples as part 
of his business as a marble merchant.

BEDROOM 4 BATH: Modi!ed to serve the alchemical lab-
oratory. There is an eye-wash station and the shower 
has its own water supply connected to a separate 
tank on the roof.

The Patio
WATER FOUNTAIN: This beautiful, multi-tiered, marble 
fountain is turned off to conserve power.

COVERED PAVILION: There are a number of patio chairs 
out here along with standing brass ashtrays. Unless 
guests smoke in the majlis, Rassam prefers to smoke 
here or on the !rst-"oor balcony.

GARDEN BEDS: Al-Mahundis cultivates roses and 
striped squills. 

STORAGE SHED: Where the old pool and gardening 
supplies were kept. Now it stores plastic jerry cans of 
gasoline for the generator in the garage.

The Pool
The swimming pool is lined in marble and !lled to 
the top with !ne desert sand. Rassam says that he 
!lled it with sand after his wife fell in and drowned, 
decades ago. (This is a lie—his wife died of a heart 
attack in her sleep—but there is no simple way to 
check it. The birth and death registry in Mosul was 
always disorganized, and records were damaged when 
ISIL took over.)

In fact, the sand is meant to discourage anyone 
from poking around. Rassam constructed this home 
atop a vault where he collected unnatural artifacts 
that he felt were too important to destroy or was sim-
ply unable to destroy. The secret entrance to the vault 
is located in the pool.

It takes about six hours for a backhoe to dig out 
enough sand to reveal a false wall at the deep end of 
the pool. The !ne sand continues to settle to the low-
est part of the pool unless efforts are made to create 
a dam in the shallow end using sandbags or rocks 
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STATUES AND TABLETS: Each shelf is laden with ancient 
Babylonian and Assyrian statues and hundreds of 
carefully tagged and labeled clay tablets written in 
such ancient languages as Akkadian, Ashurian Ara-
maic, and Sumerian. An INT×5 roll reveals that many 
of the shelves are empty and there are gaps in the 
cataloging system where tablets have been removed. 
These objects are easily identi!ed as pre-Islamic and 
therefore forbidden. An Anthropology or Occult roll, 
or having the skill at 50% or better, identi!es the 
artifacts as having signi!cant roles in the offering of 
prayers to gods, the placation of demons, and both 
the issuing of and protection from curses. Rassam 
collected them and used the rituals recorded on 
them to attempt to further blunt the in"uence of the 
Father of War.

BOOKS: Also on the shelves are what appear to be 
transcriptions of ancient texts bound in folios. They 
are not transcriptions. They are journals handwrit-
ten in Ashurian Aramaic, an extinct language which 
previously served as a kind of Mesopotamian lingua 
franca during the !fth through ninth centuries CE. 
Here Rassam has kept vast notes on his work against 
the unnatural. If asked about them, Rassam lies, de-
scribing the folios as handmade copies of texts from 
the Baghdad Museum of Antiquities. He says they 
cover the spread of early Islam into Mesopotamia. For 
details on the books, see THE JOURNALS OF TARIQ RAS-

SAM on page XX.

WORKBENCH: A workbench holds light sources—two 
battery-powered electric lamps and a pair of backup 
oil lamps—along with a magnifying glass, Rassam’s 
satellite phone, and an open folio. The folio is written 
in Ashurian Aramaic. A character with at least 40% 
skill in Foreign Language (Aramaic) or who makes a 
roll at +20% can read it in detail. If the Agents later 
see video footage of these pages, they can make out 
the writing. The folio reveals that it and the rest are 
actually Rassam’s journals. This one describes his plan 
to smuggle something called “The Father of War” out 
of the country. The last words on the page say, “The 
Americans must not fail,” with “Americans” written to 
be sounded out phonetically. Beneath the open journal 
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As far as Faisal bin Salman is concerned—and he 
says this aloud if no player thinks of it—the ISIL !ght-
ers must have just discovered where Rassam keeps his 
supply of gold. 

If the leaded seal is pried out, it can be seen to 
have an unrecognizable sigil inscribed on the inside. 
See THE THRONE OF BLOOD on page XX for details of the 
artifact. See THE FATHER RISES on page XX for what hap-
pens immediately after the stopper is removed.

The Father Rises
The Father of War and its attacks are described ful-
ly on page XX.

As soon as the amphora is opened, the Father of 
War spills out in a living stream of black obsidian 
shards. Far more shards emerge from the amphora 
than its apparent volume should allow. The Father 
immediately wants to bathe in blood. The !rst person 
the Father encounters is skinned alive, one thumbnail- 
sized sliver of "esh at time. Any show of de!ance 
results in a similar fate. 

If no worshippers step forward to spill blood for 
its glory, the Father offers its victims the choice to 
serve or die. It shapes its shards into simple words or 
symbols in any language accompanied by a hissing, in-
human whisper: “SERVE. KNEEL.” Those who agree 
to serve must swallow a piece of the Father’s obsidian.

If freed while the sun is still up, the Father’s !rst 
action is to block the way out of the vault, shredding 
any who are between it and the vault door. Once ev-
eryone is trapped, it begins forcing conversion. 

is a small knife, like a letter-opener but razor-sharp, 
inscribed in Arabic with a nonsense word: “Aza-
thoth.” Beneath the bench are sealed plastic jugs of 
water and cans of preserved food, enough to last one 
adult a week.

CASES: Ten wooden cases the size of footlockers 
contain scores of clay tablets etched with Akkadian 
cuneiform. To a reader who knows Foreign Lan-
guage (Akkadian), the tablets comprise part of Winds 
Unknown to Adad. These cases also include Rassam’s 
translations of the tablets into modern Arabic. (See 
WINDS UNKNOWN TO ADAD on page XX for details.)

THE CAGED AMPHORA: The most prominent object is an 
iron cage bolted to the concrete "oor in the middle 
of the room. It measures two meters per side, with an 
ancient key lock on the door. In the center of the cage, 
carefully balanced, is a large bronze amphora stop-
pered with a leaded seal. Its exterior is etched with an 
inscription in Akkadian. Though the ISIL team has no 
way to translate it, it reads: 
 
THE FATHER OF WAR WAITS 
HUNGRY TO LICK THE SKIN 
FROM THE WORLD 
WAR HIS ENDLESS GIFT  
BLOOD HIS ENDLESS PRICE 
FREE HIM AND PAY

This is the Throne of Blood.
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Other Characters
Timur Alimsultanov
Timur Alimsultanov has been !ghting since 1995 
during the First Chechen War. He went on to !ght in 
the Balkan Wars, the Second Chechen War, Afghani-
stan, and !nally Syria with ISIL. There is no "avor or 
color of Crusader he hasn’t had a hand in killing. The 
cowardly Americans wounded him with a bomb at the 
Battle of Kobane last year and since then he has been 
on light duties. But he’s the sort who knows what to 
do if there’s trouble.

Alimsultanov speaks no English and gives orders 
in Arabic. It’s up to the Arabic-"uent members of the 
team to translate for the rest.

Alimsultanov is a very, very tired jihadi. His heart 
burned more !ercely when he had both arms, both 
eyes, and more of his hearing. Exiled from Chechnya 
like so many of his countrymen, Alimsultanov and his 
fellow Chechens were packed tightly in front of Ko-
bane in October 2015, ready for the !nal assault on 
the Kurdish enclave, when the USAF hit them. Thanks 
to an American 500-pound bomb, Alimsultanov is 
missing his right arm below the elbow, his right eye, 
and his right eardrum. He nearly died. The bombard-
ment broke Alimsultanov just as it broke his unit. The 
wounded were left behind and order was lost. Alim-
sultanov suffers from PTSD but has done nothing 
about it for fear of being discarded by ISIL. 

Alimsultanov is a competent but bored authority 
!gure. Babysitting for Al-Hisbah propagandists is 
beneath him. He pays little attention to the mission. 
If he experiences the supernatural, he becomes as fo-
cused as a Puritan witch-hunter. He pushes ahead as a 
means of overcoming his own fears. He believes in the 
power of the supernatural as described in the Quran 
and in Chechen folklore. When confronted by its reali-
ty, he is likely to come apart at the worst possible time, 
giving panicked orders and digging it to make a stand 
when he should run.

As the leader, Alimsultanov will likely be a target 
of Rassam’s attempt to use the ritual Geasa to force 
him and the players to withdraw from the home. If 

If freed at night, it stalks the intruders as they "ee 
into the open air. It is possible to get the truck and 
try to "ee, but only if a !ghter survives the six turns 
it takes to run from the vault to the truck. Succeed-
ing at an Athletics test reduces that to four turns. An 
ISIL !ghter in the driver’s seat can attempt a Drive 
test once per turn to start the truck and speed away. 
Of course, this is a situation where the answer to the 
question “Who has the truck keys?” is critical. Starting 
the truck without keys requires a successful roll with 
Craft (Electrician) or something equivalent.

Meanwhile, the obsidian cloud whips and coils 
through the air, stalking and "aying its victims, one or 
two at a time. It is completely capable of chasing the 
truck down and slashing the belts, hoses, and tires to 
immobilize it. The Father of War glories in terror and 
death, but it wants worshippers even more. 

End the scenario at a particularly dramatic 
moment when the digital video camera is turned off, 
abandoned, or damaged. Not showing the death of 
every ISIL !ghter provides the opportunity to bring 
some characters back later as clue vectors.

Player Characters
Six pregenerated ISIL !ghters are available for the 
players. Find their character sheets beginning on page 
XX. Give the players the handouts that reveal their 
characters’ secrets.

 » Arshad Mehmood, British videographer, age 21
 » Gökhan Kırdar, Australian would-be Snap-
chat star, age 19

 » Qazim Ademi, Dutch student, age 20
 » Alen Islamovi�, Bosnian graf!ti artist, age 20
 » Elam Sou!ane Boumeftah, Belgian construction 
worker, age 19

 » Khaled Hadj Ibrahim, French construction 
worker, age 20
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Shatha Hassoun
Hassoun’s history is detailed on page XX.

Shatha Hassoun 
Fearful young servant, age 17

STR 7 CON 11 DEX 12 INT 12   POW 10 CHA 15

HP 9 WP 10 SAN 42 BREAKING POINT 40

SKILLS: Alertness 41%, Athletics 46%, Craft (Cooking) 
45%, Dodge 40%, Melee Weapons 32%, Search 
35%, Stealth 44%, Drive (Bicycle) 39%, Swim 29%, 
Unarmed combat 41%.

ATTACKS: Kitchen or cleaning tool 32%, damage 1D6-1.

Unarmed 41%, damage 1D4−2.

Majid al-Muhandis
Al-Muhandis’s history is detailed on page XX.

Majid al-Muhandis
Gardener, mechanic, and loyal friend, age 62

STR 10 CON 9 DEX 8 INT 11 POW 13 CHA 11

HP 10 WP 13 SAN 52 BREAKING POINT 39

SKILLS: Alertness 35%, Athletics 46%, Craft (Cooking) 
25%, Craft (Gardening) 48%, Craft (Mechanic) 68%, 
Drive 56%, Firearms 54%, First Aid 61%, Foreign 
Language (Sonari Kurdish) 40%, Melee Combat 40%, 
Search 60%, Stealth 42%, Survival 49%, Swim 33%, 
Unarmed Combat 45%.

ATTACKS: Garage or garden tool 40%, damage 1D6.

Unarmed 45%, damage 1D4−1.

Tariq Mohammed Rassam
Rassam’s history is detailed on page XX and in THE 
JOURNALS OF TARIQ RASSAM on page XX.

Tariq Mohammed Rassam
Hunter of the Unnatural, age 93

STR 3   CON 9 DEX 5 INT 17 POW 17  CHA 12

HP 3 WP 17 SAN 22 BREAKING POINT 5

MOTIVATIONS AND DISORDERS: Adapted to helplessness.

Depersonalization disorder.

Sleep disorder.

he succumbs, his stiffness and discomfort as he obeys 
are obvious to all. Successful rolls of Psychotherapy 
or HUMINT reveal that he is acting under coercion, 
even through he denies it. Under the Geasa, Alim-
sultanov draws his weapon and threatens to kill any 
soldier who is insubordinate, but he drips with sweat 
and his hand shakes. He does not want to kill his men. 
He !ghts the sorcery constantly. That imparts a −20% 
penalty to all his rolls while controlled.

Timur Alimsultanov
Shaken ISIL veteran, age 43

STR 9   CON 15   DEX 12   INT 14   POW 13   CHA 11

HP 12   WP 13   SAN 49  BREAKING POINT 36

ARMOR: 5 from a NATO-issue tactical vest.

MOTIVATIONS AND DISORDERS: Post-traumatic 
stress disorder.

Adapted to violence.

SKILLS: Alertness 26%, Artillery 38%, Athletics 45%, 
Craft (Electronics) 38%, Demolitions 33%, Dodge 34%, 
Drive 25%, Firearms 40%, First Aid 32%, Foreign 
Language (Arabic) 41%, Foreign Language (Russian) 
70%, Heavy Weapons 34%, Melee Weapons 37%, 
Military Science (Land) 54%, Navigate 68%, Occult 
25%, Ride 32%, Search 25%, Stealth 41%, Survival 
50%, Swim 26%, Unarmed Combat 31%.

ATTACKS: Makarov pistol 40%, damage 1D8.

Unarmed Combat 31%, damage 1D4−1.

Qama 37%, damage 1D8.

WEAPONS: Timur wears an EFA-2 Makarov holster on 
his left hip. By pushing the pistol down through the 
holster, the pistol’s slide automatically chambers the "rst 
round, cocks the pistol, and takes the safety off, all with 
his one hand. A qama is a short sword or long "ghting 
knife from the North Caucasus.
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He happily tells anyone who listens about his 
“slutty” Yazidi concubine, a kidnap victim who ran 
away at the !rst opportunity after he raped her. It is 
intolerable to him that ISIL of!cials are dragging their 
feet getting him a new concubine. He asks the players 
how their traf!cked women are, knowing full well 
they didn’t get assigned any.

A bully and a coward, Faisal is perfectly happy to 
kill people who can’t !ght back and has participat-
ed in a number of executions. Worse than useless in 
combat, he is tolerated and kept relatively safe so his 
family will write more checks to ISIL.

Perhaps the worst part of Faisal’s cruelty is its 
absolute thoughtlessness. He is re"exively sadistic. 
He never passes up an opportunity to be petty and 
mean-spirited. Being in Al-Hisbah allows him unques-
tioned authority with no risk. At Rassam’s house, he is 
bored with anything besides pushing people around.

Besides these !ne qualities, Faisal is greedy. When 
he hears about Rassam paying in gold, he wants to 
discover its source. The alchemical lab makes no sense 
to him, but that amphora locked in an iron cage? That 
is de!nitely where the gold is kept. De!nitely. Faisal 
recklessly opens the Throne of Blood if the players’ 
!ghters do not.

Faisal bin Salman
Unredeemed predator, age 19

STR 13 CON 11 DEX 10 INT 7    POW 9  CHA 9

HP 12    WP 9     SAN 38 BREAKING POINT  36

ARMOR: 5 from a NATO-issue tactical vest.

MOTIVATIONS AND DISORDERS: Adapted to violence.

SKILLS: Alertness 60%, Athletics 55%, Computer Science 
21%, Demolitions 23%, Dodge 35%, Drive 55%, 
Firearms 30%, Foreign Language (English) 41%, Melee 
Weapons 35%, Persuade 40%, Ride 39%, Search 33%, 
Stealth 41%, Swim 25%, Unarmed Combat 55%.

ATTACKS: M4 carbine 30%, damage 1D12, Armor 
Piercing 3.

Desert Eagle .44 magnum pistol 30%, damage 1D12.

Arabian dagger 35%, damage 1D6+1.

Unarmed 55%, damage 1D4.

SKILLS: Alchemy 45%, Alertness 81%, Anthropology 67%, 
Archeology 69%, Art (Stone Sculpture) 65%, Athletics 
35%, Demolitions 43%, Drive 39%, Firearms 82%, First 
Aid 54%, Foreign Language (Akkadian) 40%, Foreign 
Language (Ashurian Aramaic) 45%, Foreign Language 
(English) 61%, Foreign Language (French) 41%, 
Foreign Language (German) 63%, Foreign Language 
(Persian) 39%, Foreign Language (Russian) 31%, 
Foreign Language (Sanskrit) 43%, Foreign Language 
(Sorani Kurdish) 48%, Foreign Language (Turkish) 54%, 
Heavy Machinery 41%, History 73%, HUMINT 65%, 
Occult 87%, Persuade 47%, Pharmacy 64%, Science 
(Chemistry) 71%, Search 55%, Stealth 47%, Survival 
33%, Unarmed Combat 60%, Unnatural 31%.

ATTACKS: Walther PPK pistol 82%, damage 1D8.

Unarmed 60%, damage 1D4−3.

THE FLOWER OF DILMUN: Rassam has long used the ritual 
called the Flower of Dilmun (described on page XX) 
to maintain vigor beyond his years. He has used the 
ritual so many times that should he fail to use it again 
before his CON reaches its natural score of 3, his INT 
will permanently drop to zero. That is a problem he will 
never face.

RITUALS (ACTIVATION ROLL 77%): Clear the Path, The 
Closing of the Breach, Dust of the Thresholds, The Elder 
Sign, Exorcism, The Flower of Dilmun, Geasa, Obscure 
Memory, the Powder of Ibn-Ghazi, Song of Power, 
Soothing Song, The Voorish Sign, Transmutation.

Faisal bin Salman
Faisal is here to get his jihad on. He is a handsome 
man with a cheerful disposition that comes from hav-
ing better equipment and cleaner clothes than others. 
He receives care packages from home since there is 
almost nothing for his money to buy in the Caliphate. 

Faisal is perfectly open about how cool and fun 
he thinks it is to be able to throw his weight around 
as a member of Al-Hisbah. He brags about every-
thing from his Porsche back in Jedda to the number 
of Shiites he’s bagged. Once he’s back home in Saudi 
Arabia, he’s going to brag about this war like it was 
spring break. 


