chapter eight

| screwed up....

So my, best:friend recently/came, cﬂlt as gay.

Hesaid|heunderstood that | was straight,
andithat: he wasnit expectlng anything from me.

That:the only,thing that mattered to
him\was that we,stay friends.

But, since we get along so well,
he was having a hard time letting go of those feelings?
So he anted-‘tﬁ?@ﬁé‘rate'un_til he wasf‘able to give themlup?

| [T [

So | convinced himithat we needed to try something else.




I told him that we needed t.o

ifittwas possible’ for mejto see another maniin a romantlc

Althoughlhonestly,'Iinever really thought it ,I possible!

See)lhelhad mentlened that;if-he:sawifor himselfithat:
itiwas) |mp055|blerne he m|ght be. able to give upjthel
idealoffsomethingfromantic. happening between us:

My/intention-was_to show.himithatjitjwas

impossibleIithought if I did this, things
wouldigolbackito normal faster. I wasnit{actually;

giving it a real chance!

So I let him klss thatait,wasn




| swear.| never
meant to....

Up until then | expected that a kiss from another
man would feel rough, and forced, and just...
N straight up unnatural.

| wasn't thatihigh®™5

Ilsmokeloftenenough?
I[havelaltolerance™™




T i
dn't real

Well, thegé_’},; vas that one time Howie kissed/me!
when he was nki But | was drunk too,
remember how it felt...

....BUt What if it's not that?




No! There's no way!

l.couldineverbelwithlalman!

iThatkissidoesnitimeantanything!

..Jesus, | am such a hypocrite.

I'm trying to argue that the kiss doesn't
mean anything when that was the entire premise
of that stupid proposal. Just because it didn't turn
out the way | wanted.
~)

| wish | never made the
proposal in the first place...

If | had just been more patient with Howie,
and let him have his space, this wouldn't
have happened.




...l know how rare it is to find
afriend like Howie.

| never had someone who | can be so open with, until | met Howie-.

| never had someone who sincerely cares about
my well-being, like Howie does.

B

And | never had someone who always
came through for me, the way Howie has.

| just wanted to get him back
as fast as possible...

And I'm not being
fair to him....

Howie doesn't
deserve that...




But whatiwoeuld|be the fair thing for me to do, then?
Since | never;anticipated that things would turn out this way,
| guess | neverireally though about what that would be.

IflllexpectediforiHowieltolgivelupithelidealofianything|
romantichappening|betweenus;|ifillhated|his]Kiss:.:

Then the fair thing for me to do
if | didnt hate it, would be....

..seeiflcanfallin
love with him...?




And to be honest, even if it WAS
possible, | wouldnitwant to!

I[meaniwhatitt my, fainthingjforimejto/deiwouldibeltoltry=ll
family/say @i my;friends? seriously/donitithinkiit:sipossible!

Whatwouldlittmean formy,future? ‘JL\‘\ w
Ifillgotitogethenwithfalmantitiwould/makelmy, 3‘Q’Q__\L-a‘_’p. .

lifefaj\wholellotimorelcomplicatedithanlitialreadyjis! e

| m




Actually, it's a good thing that Howie doesn’t
know,the truth. It doesn’t matter if it's possible or not.
I'm not trying to be with a man.

It’s not like he'll realize | lied.

Withithis;he{llfinally/belableltolforget
hisifeelingsifoymelandithingsibetweenius

will"go back to normal.

It's better this way.




Oh. Josh...




What's wrong?
Are you worried about
how you did on your
exams?

Don't worry about
that now! Exams are over
and done with. It's finally
winter break, you should

try to relax!

When are you going
home for break?

Mot until this weekend...
My parents can't get me til then
cause of work.

I'm happy you'll be
around! I was under the
impression that everyone else
was leaving campus today, and
that I'd be all by myself

for a few days.

Unless things changed?
Were Ben and Howie still
plannning on leaving today?

O-oh, I don't know...
I haven't talked to them
in a few days...




Well anyway, I'm
glad I ran into you. I'd been
meaning to talk to you.

I have good news!

Yeah, I think so!
I just found it the
other day

Here, check it out.

I think I found us
a really great apartment
for next year!

Oh, wow...
It looks nice...




The rent is cheap,
it's furnished, it's got a full
kitchen and livingroom, and
it houses four people.

Best of all it's
only a five minute
walk from campus.

How is this place
still available? I thought all
the good ones would be
taken by now.

I actually spoke
with the landlord already
and he said that he did have
takers, but last minute they
didn't come through.

Wow, how lucky.
The place looks great.
I'm down if you're down.

Well we just
need one, right?

I'll give the landlord
another call right away
so we can meet him.

Then all you and I
gotta do is find two more
guys to share the place with

us, and we're set.




You said the
apartment can fit
four people...

Me, you and
Howie makes
three,

So we just
need one.

Oh... Howie didn't say
anything to you?

He's not getting
the apartment with
us anymore.




the apartment with
us anymore!?




When were you
gonna tell me?!

I meant to talk to
you about that...

But why...

I can't live with
you anymore, Sooch.

But where else
would you stay..?



...I'm still trying
to figure it out.

Liam offered to
let me move into
his apartment...

...Are you
kidding me?!



Liam?! You're gonna
live with Liam now?!

BUT HE'S AN ASSHOLE!

It's just an
option. And he's
not that bad...

That's bullshit! You'd
seriously rather live him
than with me?!

Yeah, well. I'm not
in love with Liam.

Listen T'll--
I'll give you space, if
that's what you want!

I know I was bad about
giving you space before but I
promise I'll give you as much

as you need this time!

You said that if I gave
you space, by next year
you'd be able to get over

me and we could live--

Wha--
Come on, Howie! T

know you and I are working
through some stuff right
now but this is crazy!

This is the same guy who
left you all alone when you were
high and gave you shit when you

first came out! How could you
live with someone like that?!




Goddammit, Sooch!
Do you have any idea
how much it hurts-

-to assure the person you love
that the feelings you have for
them will go away?!







This isn't...just about
me needing space to give up
on you. I know that you
can't love me.

I get it already....

But now, when I look at
you, it hurts.

I mean, I carried such
strong feelings for you for
so long, and it never amounted
to anything....

And when I kissed
you the other night, it was
probably one of the worst
experiences I ever had
in my life.




I don't want to think
about any of it anymore...

To be honest, that's
the main reason I'm considering
living with Liam.

...] know the reason you
don't want our plans to change is...
probably because you just want

normalcy between us again...

You guys aren't friends.

But I'm sorry, I just You don't hang out in the same
don't know when that'll be circles. You never come up in
possible again at this point. conversation when I'm with him...

After everything that's
happened, I can't just... fip @ switch
and go back to normal.

I'm not a robot....




...Igotta
start taking better
care of myself.

Which means that means
I can’t live with you, I can't
be around you...

And I don't know
for how long.

If you care
about me at all...

...then I need you
to respect that.










end of chapter eight



